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e Causes for migration

As of September 2019, 4.3 million people left Venezuela,
which is comparable to countries affected by war. Ecuador
has received an estimated 1.15 million Venezuelans since
2015. Most have continued their journey to countries further
to the south, although around 400,000 have chosen to settle
in Ecuador. One of the main reasons to settle in Ecuador is the
high level of legal pratection and social assistance offered to
migrants. For example, all new arrivals in Ecuador are enti-
tled to free education and healthcare.

Demographic profile

Venezuelan and refugees residing in Ecuador are typically
young (three years younger than their host community coun-
terparts), distributed equally by gender (49.8 female and 50.2
male), and well-educated (i.e. with a secondary-school cer-
tificate or abave). In general, they are healthier than average
Ecuadorians, although incidences of malnutrition are high. The
migratory and refugee population is widely dispersed through
the country, although a substantial number (around 40 percent)
have settled in Quito.

Conditions for migrants

Despite the rights and legal protections afforded by Ecuador
to migrants and refugees, Venezuelans who have settled in the
country experience vulnerability in a variety of ways. Such vul-
nerability is exacerbated by their legal status, which is irregular
in over half (54 percent) of all cases. Lack of documentation
and other bureaucratic hurdles represent primary causes for
this irregularity. Among other consequences, this means that
Venezuelan migrants struggle to enter the formal warkforce.
Many are therefore employed informally or on temporary con-
tracts. Compared to Ecuadorians, Venezuelan in mobility tend to
work longer haurs, for less pay, and in worse conditions.

Challenges and opportunities
of Venezuelan migration in Ecuador

Ecuadorians have a variety of misconceptions concerning the
impacts of Venezuelan migration. For example, Venezuelans
are frequently blamed for taking jobs from the host population
and, more widely, for having a negative impact on the Ecua-
dorian economy. Likewise, Venezuelans are thought to overbur-
den state services, especially in respect of the education and
healthcare system. Although no empirical evidence exists for
any of these fears, they continue to persist.

Female migrants are particularly vulnerable. Some problems
are specific to their status as migrants, such as workplace dis-
crimination. For adolescent migrant women and girls, in partic-
ular, the risks of under-age labor and school absenteeism are
disproportionately high.

Opportunities

Ecuador could stand to benefit significantly from cross-bor-
der flows. Take employment. It is projected that Ecuador's
GDP would increase by two percent if Venezuelans could
access jobs in line with their qualifications. In the same
vein, the country would be set to benefit from greater human
capital if migrant children could obtain fuller access to edu-
cation. Higher levels of school attendance would also have
the knock-on effect of freeing up mothers to become more
economically productive.

Finally, Ecuadorians enjoy a close cultural and linguistic
affinity with Venezuelan in mobility. This holds out hope for
the latter's rapid integration into Ecuadorian society. Policies
aimed at promoting mutual understanding and social cohe-
sion would enable Venezuelans to become a positive force in
their host communities more quickly.
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