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Landmine Action an agricultural training program for ex-combatants
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The international NGO Landmine Action, runs an intensive agricultural training program targeting ex-combatants and
other high-risk youth. The NGO recruited ex-combatants and offered them several months of skills training and
psychological counseling along with a start-up package to give youth a peaceful and legal alternative to illicit resource
extraction. The program has 6 main components, coursework in agricultural skills, basic literacy training, psycho-social
counseling, meals lodging and clothing, facilitation of re-entry into land, a package of tools and supplies worth about
$200.

2009-2011; the program includes 3-4 months of coursework in vocational training

The sample is comprised of 1330 ex-combatants or high-risk youth. 790 were offered the program and 254 declined or
could not be found.

The study compares individuals who are treated by the program to individuals who received no treatment.
Individual Level

2009-2011; follow up was 12-16 months after program completion

The program has a large and significant impact on engagement in agricultural activities. The program had little impact
on illicit activities like mining, but those who participated in the program spent fewer hours engaged in illicit activities.
The program led to no significant changes in crime or aggression, but the participants are less likely to be interested in
or mobilized into violence after the election in Cote d'Ivoire.

This is only a medium term assessment so some effects may take longer to show up. Much of the outcomes rely on
self-reported data.
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