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Despite Punjab’s overall progress in poverty reduction, some social groups have been left behind. 
Scheduled Castes in particular display higher levels of poverty and have witnessed slower poverty 
reduction than other groups. Moreover, education and job outcomes for these groups present a 
stark contrast with others. Open defecation is also higher among the Scheduled Castes. Compared 
to this, access to drinking water, which is high compared to the rest of the country, does not vary as 
much between Punjab’s households.

Higher poverty and slower poverty for the Scheduled Castes 
in Punjab

Households by Social Group, 2012 (%)

All India Punjab

Scheduled Tribe 9 0

Scheduled Caste 19 38

Other Backward Caste 43 13

General 29 48

Population below poverty line, (%)

■  Scheduled Tribe          ■  Scheduled Caste          ■  Other Backward Caste          ■  General
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Poverty among the Scheduled Castes in Punjab is lower than in other states

SC population below poverty line, 2012 (%)
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Low Income States are highlighted in orange, AI is All India.
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There is more illiteracy among the Scheduled Castes  than other groups in Punjab

Education attainment, 2012 (% adults)

■  Illiterate          ■  Literate or primary school completed 

■  Middle school completed          ■  Secondary school or higher completed
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More casual wage jobs for the Scheduled Castes when compared to other groups

Share of employed, 2012 (%)
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Open defecation is higher among the Scheduled Castes than others in Punjab

Access to drinking water is high for all groups in Punjab
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Households practicing open defecation, 2012 (%)

Households with drinking water on premises, 2012 (%)

■  Punjab           ■  All India

■  Punjab           ■  All India
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