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The World Bank-has approved a - loan equivalen% to $24 million for the ex- .
i - * Y " N

pan51on of electric generating and transmission facilities in the Sudan. The loah\J

will be made to the Central Electricity and Water Corporation and guaranreed by

% thefGovernment of the Sudan. It will be forra te:y of 25 years, including.a

Bl

- five-year grace period, and bear interest at the Bank's current lending rate of

é . 6-1/4% per annum. . . B . |

The Central Electricity and Water Corporation (CEWC) is carrying out a malor

expansion program, mainly to increase the supply of power in Khartoum and the Blue
. #
Nile area. Sales of power in the area have been increasing at 'a rate of over

a

16% annually over the past five years; the new installations will increase the

supply of dependable power by about 80% by 1971.

Public Disclosur.lthorized

‘In 1961 the World Bank and its affiliate, the International Development As-ov

sociation, and the Kreditanstalt fuer Wiederaufbau of Germany $ointly provided

the equivalent of §Sl million to the Sudanese Government‘ﬁér the construction of
the Roseires Dam on the Blue Nile, to store water far irr%gation. In 1963 con-
- sultants, who made a power survey financed by the Unitedcéations Development
Programme with the World Bank acting as Executing Agency, concluded that the in-
stallation of generating units at the Roseires Dam would be the most economic
means ofnmeeting\the country's growing power demand. The substructure for a
powerhouse was subsequently included in the Roseires Dam projcCt. The loan an-
“ounced today will assist in financing the construction of the powerhouse at

Roseires, which will have three generating units~with a combined capacity of 90

-megawatts. SN
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The Republic of the Sudan has an area of 967,500, square miles and an ecti- ‘

. mared pOpula;ion ofv13/niliion, Over" 902 of the population live in rural areas b
iyithout eleetrfcity. The;remainder 1iye in 58 towns, of wnich onlyJiQ“are sup:
plied with ele@tricity. LCEWCWis the Sudan's chief eledkricity supply outhority.
operating plants wi;h a total capacity .of 83 megawatts,~most of which supply
power to the Blue Nile Grid. Several small plants are operatnd by the Ministry
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of wOrks, and a number of the larger industries operate their own power plants.
In addition to the Roseires power plant, the new Bank loan will assist in
financing the construction of a 306-m11e (490-km 220—kilovolt transmission line

Iz

gﬁg\ to connect the plant ‘with Khartoum° some expansion of the 110-kilovolt trans-
'nission system; and the insta}lation of a 15-megawatt gas turbine generating unitd
C ozt a plant in!rhe suburbs:of Khartoum. CEWC also plans to improue other gen-
~rating,‘transmission;and distributionvfaciliriee over the periodAi968—73 ang‘to
take over the amall power undertakings now operated by the Minietry of/Works.
The cost of CEWC's power expansion program over the six—year period is estimated
at the“equivalent of $68 million. . b
The Roseires power plant is expected to come into operation in 1971. To ‘
weet the demand of the system during the interim period, the gas turbine unit is
to be installed at Khartoum for operation in mid-1969. Additional similar units

will be installed later as required. These gas turbines will supply firm cap~

'?ity during the dry season to augment supply from Roseires and to serve as
standby capacity.

The total cost of the works to be undertaken with Bank assistance is esti-
nated AE the equivalent of 542 million. The Bank loan of $24 million wili cover
rte bulk of the foreign exchamge requirements estinated at $28 million. The |

- 2quivalent of $4 million will come from the Government, and ‘the remainder from
: mnwc s own resources. In addition, CEWC will be contributing the greater por—

*ion of the funds required for the remainder of its expansion program.
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