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Subject: $24 million electric power 
loan in the S~dan 

The World Bank0 has ,,~pproved a "loan equivalent to $24 million (or the ex-
\1 

// 

pansion of E!lectric generating and transmission facilities in the Sudan. The loan 

will be made to the Central Electricity and Water Corporation and guaranteed by 

the Government of the Sudan. It will be for a ter!'1 of 25 years, incJuding,a 

five-year gr~~e period, and bear interest at the Bank's current. lending rate of 

6-1/4% p~_r annu111 •. 

The Central Electricity and :Water Corpora·tion (CEWC) is carrying t'out a ·ma~ or 

expansion program, mainly to increase the supply of power f'n Khartoum and the Blue 

• Nile area. Sales of power in the area have been increasing at .,a rate of. over .. 

16% annually 9yer the past five years~ the new installations will increase the (I 

supply of ~.ependable power by about 80% by 1971. 

11n 1961 the World Bank and its affiliate, the International Development As- ,, 

sociation, and the Kreditanstalt fuer -Wiederaufbau of Genna-qy jpintly pro,,ided 
r~--:.:3 

the equivalent of $51 million to the Sudanese Government ~r the construction of 
c, . . ~ "' 

the Ros,,ires Dam on the Blue Nile, to store water for irrf}gation. In 196'3 con-
;; 

sultan ts, who made a power survey financed by the Unite~1Nations Development 

Programme with the World Bank acting as Executing Agepcy, concluded that the in~ 

stallation of generating units at the Roseires Dam would be the most economic 

means of_,meeting the cou'ntry's growing power demand. The subs~ructure for a 

powerhouse ~as subsequently included in the Rose,ires Dam project. The lQan an-
,:::.-

::~ounced today will assist in financing the- construction of tit,f;owerhouse at 

Roseifes, which will have three getterating units with a combined capacity o~ 90 

0 ntegawatts. 
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The Republic of' the Sudan has an area of 967 ,SOO,, square miles and an eet!.-' 

" mated popula~ion of, 13 ~lllion,9 Ov~r" 90% of the popula~ion live in rural ar,ea.s 
· lr 

G , 

~ithout ele~t
0
ri-city. Th~ "remainder li:7e in ,08 townf, of w?ich only ''19\

1 
are sup-

Cl [) 11 . 'I 

~J.ied with electricity. , CEWC is the Sudan's chief eletj;tricity supply authority, 
!' (j 

C'pe~ating plants with a, total capacitycof 83 megaW'.atts, most of which r~upply 
• ',.'1 

power ~,O the Blue liile Grid~ Several small plart~s are operatf?,4, &y the M,~nistry 

of. Works, and a number of the larger industries operate their owp po~e,r plaJ1ts. 
' :< /l :.' ,; 

In additi,on to the Roseires power" plant, the new Ba11k loan ttill as!i~.t in 
/, 

f':fnancing the construction of a 306-mile (490-lan.}1 220-kilovol~ transmission line 
,, \\ \~ ' . ' 

to connect the plant ''with Khartoum; some expansion of the 110-kilovolt trans­

~uission sys~em; and the ·inst~Jlation of a 1)-m~gawa.tt gas ~ur~il!e generating unj t 

1-'> 2t a plant in the suburbs 
0

0£ Khartoum. CEWC also plans to improve other gen-
(i 

·,rating, transmission and distribution facilities over the period 1968-73 an~, to 
:• 

take over 'the small power· undertakings now operated by the Ministry of W9rks. 

TI·~e cost of ~EWC' s power expansion program over the six-ye,~r period is estimated 
'~\/'"-, 

~t the'>equivalent of $68 million. 

The Roseires power plant is expected to come into operation in 1971. To 

iieet the demand of the system during the interim period, the gas turbtne unit i& 

tc, be .installed at Khartoum for operation in mid-1969. Additional similar units 

·will be installed later as required. These gas turbines will supply firm cap-

a~ity during the dry season to augment supply from Roseires and to serve as 
$tandby capacity. 

The total cost of the works to be undertaken with Bank assistance is esti-

ttlated at the equivalent of $42 million. The Bank loan of $24 million will cover 

r:t,e bulk of the foreign excha,ge · requirements estimated at $28 million. The 

~quivalent of $4 million will come from. the Government, and"the remainder from 
/) 

(,EWC 's o~ resources. In addition, CEWC will' be contributing the gieater por-

~ inn of ~he funds required for th~ remainder of its expansion program. 
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