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TUNISIA

$3.00 Poverty Rate

0.7%
Prosperity Gap

2.5
Gini Index

33.7

Poverty by Group Poverty Rate (%)


Urban population 12.7
Rural population 37.5
Males 20.5
Females 20.8 4
0 to 14 years old 32.6
15 to 64 years old 18.2
65 and older 11.7
Without education (16+) 25.1
Primary education (16+) 20.7
Secondary education (16+) 14.3
Tertiary/post-secondary education (16+) 9.1

Middle East, North Africa, Afghanistan and Pakistan

Multidimensional Poverty Components (% of Pop.)


Daily income less than US$3.00 per person 0.7
At least one school-aged child is not enrolled in school 1.3
No adult has completed primary education 6.5
No access to limited-standard drinking water 1.6
No access to limited-standard sanitation 0.6
No access to electricity 0.2

Harmonization

Poverty Data & Methodology

Poverty Rate Inequality

Poverty at Different Lines

Poverty Line Number of Poor
(Thousands)

Rate
(%)

Year

 

National Poverty Line 1,952.8 16.6 2021
       
International Poverty Line ($3.00/day) 78.8 0.7 2021
       
Lower Middle Income Class Poverty Line ($4.20/day) 289.6 2.4 2021
       
Upper Middle Income Class Poverty Line ($8.30/day) 2,490.2 20.7 2021
       
Multidimensional Poverty Measure   0.8 2021
       

$8.30 Poverty Rate

20.7%

October 2025

Poverty Economist: Trang Van Nguyen

Note: 
N/A denotes a missing/removed value, while N/A* refers to a value which was removed due to having fewer than 30 observations.
The rates in the Poverty by Group table above are shown at the $8.30 upper-middle income line.
Data for the Poverty by Group table is derived from a 2021 survey and data for the Multidimensional Poverty Components table is derived from a 2021 survey.

In Tunisia, the most recent official poverty rate published by the National Institute of Statistics (INS) was 16.6 percent in 2021, using data from 
the 2021 National Survey on the Budget, Consumption and Standard of Living of Households (EBCNV). Poverty measured using the Lower-
Middle-Income Poverty Line (US$4.20/person/day in 2021 PPP) declined from 2.8 to 2.4 percent between 2015 and 2021. The proportion of 
individuals living on less than the Upper-Middle-Income Poverty Line (US$8.30/person/day in 2017 PPP) declined from 23.7 to 20.7 percent 
during the same period. The multidimensional poverty rate was 0.8 percent in 2021, consistent with the low rate of extreme monetary poverty. In 
December 2024, INS completed the data collection for the 2024 General Population and Housing Census (RGPH). A new household survey 
based on the sample frame from this new Census is planned to start at the end of 2025, which will allow for more up-to-date data and estimation 
of poverty and inequality.

Tunisia continues to face significant economic challenges and has shown limited progress in implementing reforms. Barriers to competition, 
limited access to finance, and low labor force participation, particularly among women, have contributed to lagging economic growth compared 
to other middle-income countries. With stagnating private sector job creation, the state stepped in as an employer of last resort and price 
stabilizer through subsidies, in addition to expansions in social assistance. However, poverty reduction supported by the state without dynamic 
job creation is difficult to sustain, given the increasing fiscal deficit and mounting public debt. Shifting toward a more sustainable model to reduce 
poverty and deliver for citizens in Tunisia would require boosting economic growth, productive work, and economic inclusion.

The Gini Index of inequality rose from 32.8 to 33.7 between 2015 and 2021, following an earlier decline. Significant disparities in welfare persist 
within urban and rural areas as well as across regions. In 2021, recorded poverty rates were higher in the Center-West (37 percent) and North-
West (22.5 percent) compared to coastal areas like Grand Tunis (4.7 percent), North-East (15.2 percent), and Center-East (13.2 percent). 
Nonetheless, there are still pockets of poverty in these better-off regions.

The national poverty measurement methodology is defined by the National Institute of Statistics (INS) in Tunisia. The welfare aggregate is based on a consumption 
expenditure measure that includes food, education, health, dwelling-related expenditures, communications and transportation, clothing, entertainment, and an estimate 
of rental values for the dwelling where the household resides. The welfare aggregate is not spatially or temporally deflated for poverty measurement but is spatially 
adjusted using the urban and rural poverty lines for calculating the Gini index. Poverty lines in Tunisian Dinars (TND) per person per year are estimated and used to 
calculate the official poverty rates. On average, the 2021 poverty line is TND2,536: the urban poverty line is TND2,683 while the rural poverty line is TND2,224. 

The international methodology refers to three global poverty lines. The international poverty line is used to monitor extreme poverty globally, defined as consumption (or 
income) less than US$3 a day in 2021 purchasing power parity (PPP), and two higher lines more suitable for lower middle-income and upper middle-income countries 
are defined as consumption (or income) less than US$4.20 and US$8.30 a day in 2021 PPP, respectively.

The numbers presented in this brief are derived from the MNAPOV database. The standardization and harmonization process are overseen by the Middle East and 
North Africa Team for Statistical Development. MNAPOV was established in 2014, and encompasses a range of data, including demographics, education, asset 
ownership, access to services, employment, and household expenditure, all of which are utilized for Global Poverty Monitoring. MNAPOV includes data from 11 
countries. Work is ongoing to improve the coverage of countries in the region, expand the list of harmonized variables, and enhance the dissemination of poverty, 
inequality, and prosperity estimates for the MENA region. The terms of use for the data comply with agreements made with the original data producers.

Group and Multidimensional Poverty

2021 2021 2021 2021

$3.00 Poverty Rate $4.20 Poverty Rate $8.30 Poverty Rate Gini Index

P
ub

lic
 D

is
cl

os
ur

e 
A

ut
ho

riz
ed

P
ub

lic
 D

is
cl

os
ur

e 
A

ut
ho

riz
ed

P
ub

lic
 D

is
cl

os
ur

e 
A

ut
ho

riz
ed

P
ub

lic
 D

is
cl

os
ur

e 
A

ut
ho

riz
ed



Poverty & Equity Brief

0

10

20

30

40

50

Po
ve

rty
 R

at
e 

(%
)

2005 2010 2015 2020 2025
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Gi
ni

 In
de

x

2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

TUNISIA

$3.00 Poverty Rate

0.7%
Prosperity Gap

2.5
Gini Index

33.7

Poverty by Group Poverty Rate (%)


Urban population 12.7
Rural population 37.5
Males 20.5
Females 20.8 4
0 to 14 years old 32.6
15 to 64 years old 18.2
65 and older 11.7
Without education (16+) 25.1
Primary education (16+) 20.7
Secondary education (16+) 14.3
Tertiary/post-secondary education (16+) 9.1

Middle East, North Africa, Afghanistan and Pakistan

Multidimensional Poverty Components (% of Pop.)


Daily income less than US$3.00 per person 0.7
At least one school-aged child is not enrolled in school 1.3
No adult has completed primary education 6.5
No access to limited-standard drinking water 1.6
No access to limited-standard sanitation 0.6
No access to electricity 0.2

Harmonization

Poverty Data & Methodology

Poverty Rate Inequality

Poverty at Different Lines

Poverty Line Number of Poor
(Thousands)

Rate
(%)

Year

 

National Poverty Line 1,952.8 16.6 2021
       
International Poverty Line ($3.00/day) 78.8 0.7 2021
       
Lower Middle Income Class Poverty Line ($4.20/day) 289.6 2.4 2021
       
Upper Middle Income Class Poverty Line ($8.30/day) 2,490.2 20.7 2021
       
Multidimensional Poverty Measure   0.8 2021
       

$8.30 Poverty Rate

20.7%

October 2025

Poverty Economist: Trang Van Nguyen

Note: 
N/A denotes a missing/removed value, while N/A* refers to a value which was removed due to having fewer than 30 observations.
The rates in the Poverty by Group table above are shown at the $8.30 upper-middle income line.
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In Tunisia, the most recent official poverty rate published by the National Institute of Statistics (INS) was 16.6 percent in 2021, using data from 
the 2021 National Survey on the Budget, Consumption and Standard of Living of Households (EBCNV). Poverty measured using the Lower-
Middle-Income Poverty Line (US$4.20/person/day in 2021 PPP) declined from 2.8 to 2.4 percent between 2015 and 2021. The proportion of 
individuals living on less than the Upper-Middle-Income Poverty Line (US$8.30/person/day in 2017 PPP) declined from 23.7 to 20.7 percent 
during the same period. The multidimensional poverty rate was 0.8 percent in 2021, consistent with the low rate of extreme monetary poverty. In 
December 2024, INS completed the data collection for the 2024 General Population and Housing Census (RGPH). A new household survey 
based on the sample frame from this new Census is planned to start at the end of 2025, which will allow for more up-to-date data and estimation 
of poverty and inequality.

Tunisia continues to face significant economic challenges and has shown limited progress in implementing reforms. Barriers to competition, 
limited access to finance, and low labor force participation, particularly among women, have contributed to lagging economic growth compared 
to other middle-income countries. With stagnating private sector job creation, the state stepped in as an employer of last resort and price 
stabilizer through subsidies, in addition to expansions in social assistance. However, poverty reduction supported by the state without dynamic 
job creation is difficult to sustain, given the increasing fiscal deficit and mounting public debt. Shifting toward a more sustainable model to reduce 
poverty and deliver for citizens in Tunisia would require boosting economic growth, productive work, and economic inclusion.

The Gini Index of inequality rose from 32.8 to 33.7 between 2015 and 2021, following an earlier decline. Significant disparities in welfare persist 
within urban and rural areas as well as across regions. In 2021, recorded poverty rates were higher in the Center-West (37 percent) and North-
West (22.5 percent) compared to coastal areas like Grand Tunis (4.7 percent), North-East (15.2 percent), and Center-East (13.2 percent). 
Nonetheless, there are still pockets of poverty in these better-off regions.

The national poverty measurement methodology is defined by the National Institute of Statistics (INS) in Tunisia. The welfare aggregate is based on a consumption 
expenditure measure that includes food, education, health, dwelling-related expenditures, communications and transportation, clothing, entertainment, and an estimate 
of rental values for the dwelling where the household resides. The welfare aggregate is not spatially or temporally deflated for poverty measurement but is spatially 
adjusted using the urban and rural poverty lines for calculating the Gini index. Poverty lines in Tunisian Dinars (TND) per person per year are estimated and used to 
calculate the official poverty rates. On average, the 2021 poverty line is TND2,536: the urban poverty line is TND2,683 while the rural poverty line is TND2,224. 

The international methodology refers to three global poverty lines. The international poverty line is used to monitor extreme poverty globally, defined as consumption (or 
income) less than US$3 a day in 2021 purchasing power parity (PPP), and two higher lines more suitable for lower middle-income and upper middle-income countries 
are defined as consumption (or income) less than US$4.20 and US$8.30 a day in 2021 PPP, respectively.

The numbers presented in this brief are derived from the MNAPOV database. The standardization and harmonization process are overseen by the Middle East and 
North Africa Team for Statistical Development. MNAPOV was established in 2014, and encompasses a range of data, including demographics, education, asset 
ownership, access to services, employment, and household expenditure, all of which are utilized for Global Poverty Monitoring. MNAPOV includes data from 11 
countries. Work is ongoing to improve the coverage of countries in the region, expand the list of harmonized variables, and enhance the dissemination of poverty, 
inequality, and prosperity estimates for the MENA region. The terms of use for the data comply with agreements made with the original data producers.
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