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SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

Since the political transition in December 2024, Syria has entered a new phase of recovery. The transition followed fourteen years of conflict and
successive external shocks that severely eroded household welfare. Between 2010 and 2024, GDP contracted by more than half and GNI per
capita fell to US$830, while more than 10 million were displaced within Syria and abroad. The collapse in incomes and rising living costs pushed
extreme poverty from near-zero levels before the conflict to 18 percent in 2022, with particularly high incidence among female-headed and
displaced households.

While economic recovery is expected to support employment and household incomes, creating scope for a reduction in poverty, the outlook
remains highly uncertain. Since December 2024, more than 1.8 million refugees and 2.0 million internally displaced persons have returned.
Returnees can support recovery by boosting demand and bringing skills and capital, but large-scale returns also place additional pressure on
housing, infrastructure, and public services. At the same time, job creation may not keep pace with the expanding workforce, limiting gains in
household incomes.

Inflation returned to double digits in 2026, and recent fuel price hikes are likely to add further pressure on transport costs and consumer prices.
Although the minimum wage increased substantially from SYP 2,789 in 2024 to SYP 7,500 in 2025 and SYP 12,560 in 2026, it still covers less
than half of the Minimum Expenditure Basket for basic household needs and about 75 percent of minimum food requirements. Widespread
informality further limits the extent to which minimum wage increases translate into higher household incomes. Funding shortfalls have also
reduced humanitarian food assistance, compounding food insecurity and pressures on poorer households. Subject to considerable uncertainty,
GDP is projected to expand by 8-10 percent in 2026. Despite strong growth, elevated living costs, limited income gains, and declining
assistance are expected to continue weighing on household purchasing power, with the poverty rate at the international poverty line projected at
21 percent in 2026.
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Poverty at Different Lines

Poverty Line Number of Poor Rate Year

(Thousands) (%)
National Poverty Line 7,351.2 35.2 2007
International Poverty Line ($3.00/day) 4,034.6 18.0 2022
Lower Middle Income Class Poverty Line ($4.20/day) 9,446.6 42 .1 2022
Upper Middle Income Class Poverty Line ($8.30/day) 20,058.4 89.3 2022

Group and Multidimensional Poverty

Poverty by Group Poverty Rate (%) Multidimensional Poverty Components (% of Pop.)
Urban population N/A Daily income less than US$3.00 per person N/A
Rural population N/A At least one school-aged child is not enrolled in school N/A
Males N/A No adult has completed primary education N/A
Females N/A No access to limited-standard drinking water N/A
0 to 14 years old N/A No access to limited-standard sanitation N/A
15 to 64 years old N/A No access to electricity N/A
65 and older N/A

Without education (16+) N/A

Primary education (16+) N/A

Secondary education (16+) N/A

Tertiary/post-secondary education (16+) N/A

Note:

N/A denotes a missing/removed value, while N/A* refers to a value which was removed due to having fewer than 30 observations.

Poverty Data & Methodology

Official poverty estimates for Syria are available for 1997, 2003, and 2007, using nationally representative household budget survey data from the Household Income
and Expenditure Surveys (HIES) conducted by the Central Bureau for Statistics (CBS). However, no new rounds of HIES have been conducted since the conflict
erupted in 2011. Nowcasting based on GDP estimates offers a wide range of estimates, which are sensitive to underlying assumptions.

The World Bank leveraged the Humanitarian Needs Assessment Programme (HNAP) Demographic and WASH survey, a survey aimed at providing national and
subnational-level estimates of demographic and basic socio-economic conditions of the population living inside Syria (resident, IDPs and returnees). In 2022 the survey
included detailed questions on various categories of household consumption to provide a more comprehensive and accurate measure of household welfare.

The welfare metric was constructed by aggregating all available information on household expenditure from HNAP. The expenditure aggregates were benchmarked
against the $3.00 and $4.20 daily thresholds (2021 PPP), generating updated poverty estimates. These are not directly comparable to pre-conflict estimates. See
Redaelli et al (2024) for further details on the methodology.

Harmonization

The numbers presented in this brief are derived from the MNAPQOV database. The standardization and harmonization process are overseen by the Middle East and
North Africa Team for Statistical Development. MNAPOV was established in 2014, and encompasses a range of data, including demographics, education, asset
ownership, access to services, employment, and household expenditure, all of which are utilized for Global Poverty Monitoring. MNAPQV includes data from 11
countries. Work is ongoing to improve the coverage of countries in the region, expand the list of harmonized variables, and enhance the dissemination of poverty,
inequality, and prosperity estimates for the MENA region. The terms of use for the data comply with agreements made with the original data producers.
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