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Invest in Childcare

Summaries Of country grants
(as of October 2025)

The World Bank launched Invest in Childcare in 2022 to expand access to quality, affordable childcare —a whole-
of-World Bank effort (including IFC) to expand investments in childcare to boost women’s economic
empowerment and child development and generate broader benefits for families, businesses, and economies.
With more than $100 million in funding, the work program mobilizes dozens of units at the global level and 100+
teams at country level, combining a mix of catalytic country grants, research, upstream analytical work, capacity-
building, policy dialogue and finance to develop and deliver more and better childcare investments, as
summarized in Figure 1.

Figure 1: Invest in Childcare Summary of Work Streams and Work Program

Demand-driven, competitive funding that responds to country needs to
generate more and better -quality investments in childcare in 30 -50 countries
and explore innovative approaches

Catalytic grants
to countries

Bank Global Building the evidence base and addressing knowledge gaps through
Executed Ivtical K evaluations, diagnostics, ROI analysis and the development of tools, guidance
Funding R and publications to support country teams and serve as global public goods

Recipient Match funding Match funding to incentivize countries to allocate resources to childcare within
Executed for project World Bank-supported projects in 10-20 countries (1:1 match funding for IDA
Fundin g finance and IDA/IBRD Blend countries and 1:2 for IBRD countries)

Country Level Grants
This brief summarizes grants awarded to support countries to design and implement quality childcare efforts.
Two types of competitive grants are available:

e Match funding (up to $10 million per country) for World Bank-financed country operations, which are
implemented by governments (Recipient-Executed grants). A total of $56.2 million in has been awarded
to 17 projects in Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cote D’lvoire, Ethiopia, Ghana, Indonesia, Jordan, Kosovo, Kyrgyz
Republic, Moldova, Rwanda, Senegal, Somalia, Tanzania, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. Summaries of these
Recipient-Executed grants can be found on pages 3-7.

e Catalytic grants (up to $250,000) executed by World Bank teams in collaboration with governments
(Bank-Executed grants). The current Invest in Childcare catalytic grants portfolio includes 73 grants
totaling $13.2 million. An initial funding round was conducted in 2022, and 26 grants were approved,
totaling $4.9 million (out of 39 proposals received requesting $9.3 million). A second funding round was
conducted in 2024, and 47 grants were approved, totaling $8.3 million (out of 57 proposals requesting
$12.6 million). The portfolio is highly cross-sectoral and includes a mix of income levels, regions, and types
of activities. Summaries of these Bank-Executed grants can be found on pages 8 to 31.
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https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/education/brief/investinchildcare

Invest in Childcare

Where is Invest in Childcare supporting activities?

The map below summarizes Invest in Childcare activities at the country level, including Bank-Executed and Recipient-Executed grants, as well as
impact evaluations (summaries can be found on pages 32-36) and capacity-building programs.

Global distribution of Invest in Childcare country activities
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East Asia & Pacific
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Sub-Saharan Africa
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' Investin Childcare ’
Summaries of Recipient-Executed grants awarded to date

Cabo Verde Human Capital Project Additional Financing (P508181) — (Board approval date: March 29, 2025)
Expanding access to quality childcare through a demand-side subsidy program for vulnerable women,
rehabilitation and equipping of childcare centers and strengthening the enabling environment

The Human Capital Project is improving access to basic services and labor market relevant training in Cabo
Verde. Invest in Childcare has invested $2 million (matched by $2 million IDA) to expand childcare provision
through (i) scale-up of a demand-side subsidy program for women from the poorest households (prioritizing
those with income generating activities or potential for increased productivity) to enroll their children ages 0-
5 in accredited full-day childcare; (ii) support childcare facilities with rehabilitation, renovation, and equipment
(including age-appropriate learning materials aligned with the national pedagogical guide) to provide full-day
services and, and support facilities to become accredited to be able to accept children from the subsidy
program; (iii) develop training for existing childcare providers (public, private, Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGO), and home-based providers) for children ages 0-3; and (iv) improve multi-sectoral
coordination and institutional strengthening to ensure the potential benefits of childcare access in education,
nutrition, and health are realized. These activities were informed by a national diagnostic study supported by
a previous Bank-Executed grant, and reinforce childcare policy reforms introduced by the Cabo Verde Second
Sustainable and Equitable Recovery Development Policy Financing.

Cambodia Basic Education Improvement Project (P508313) — (Board approval date: August 29, 2025)
Leveraging existing public preschools to establish sustainable community-based childcare services

The Project builds on lessons from the Community-based Childcare for Garment Factory Workers Project to
expand access to childcare services for children of working mothers, particularly in areas near garment and
industrial zones. Invest in Childcare has invested $5 million (matched by S5 million IDA) to support: (i) creation
of childcare centers with climate-informed designs co-located with publicly resourced preschools to optimize
resource utilization and facilitate transition from childcare to preschool; (ii) provision of healthy snacks and
meals through community-supported models to improve child nutrition; (iii) delivery of a 15-day training for
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport (MoEYS) and center staff recruited from local communities, based on
an updated operational manual; and, (iv) implementation of community engagement and parental education
campaigns to raise awareness of the value of childcare. The program will also be rigorously evaluated to inform
national policy reforms on childcare standards, public-private partnerships, and the role of childcare in
boosting child development and women’s economic empowerment.

Cote d'lvoire Health, Nutrition, and Early Childhood Development Program (P179550) — (Board
approval date: June 30, 2023)

Leveraging a community health, nutrition and ECD platform to provide quality childcare services

The Project is improving the utilization of quality health, nutrition and early years development services,
particularly for women, children and poor populations. Invest in Childcare has invested $5 million (matched
by $5 million IDA) to support community centers that already provide various early childhood development
services (including nutrition, health and early stimulation) to also offer improved childcare services through
increasing the days and hours that childcare services will be available for and improving the quality of provision.
Funding will be used to develop quality standards and implementation guidance for the childcare provision, to
train practitioners, and to modify existing community spaces to safely provide quality childcare for very young
children.
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https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099040325101025882
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099111924172526744/pdf/BOSIB-344ba577-9d02-4f05-abfe-697edca497cf.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099111924172526744/pdf/BOSIB-344ba577-9d02-4f05-abfe-697edca497cf.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099081225092029814/pdf/BOSIB-d8efcebf-ebaf-4a92-b398-ff854a89e457.pdf
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P179550
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Ethiopia - Response - Recovery - Resilience for Conflict Affected Communities in Ethiopia Project -
Additional Financing 1 3R4CACE (P181168) — (Board approval date: June 23, 2024)

Providing childcare and developing a childcare training and employment track to support Gender-Based
Violence survivors and vulnerable women in conflict affected areas

The 3R4CACE Project is rebuilding and improving access to services and climate-resilient community
infrastructure for Gender-Based Violence (GBV) survivors in conflict-affected communities in Ethiopia. Invest
in Childcare has invested $3 million (matched by $3 million IDA) to support efforts to expand access to
childcare, including to: (i) establish 80 full-day childcare services within TVET centers and at workplaces/safe
spaces; (ii) train childcare practitioners, including through a new training track introduced as a livelihoods
option for project beneficiaries; (iii) develop training modules within the national ECD framework (and explore
options for a national childcare certification); and iv) operationalize national quality standards for different
types of provision.

Ghana Accountability and Learning Outcomes Project (GALOP) Additional Financing 2 (P507381) — (Board
approval date: December 30, 2024)

Expanding access to childcare through implementation of after-school childcare in public kindergartens,
introduction of community childcare, and strengthening the national regulatory framework

The objective of GALOP is to improve the quality of education in low-performing basic education schools and
strengthen education sector equity and accountability in Ghana. Invest in Childcare has invested $7.4 million
(matched by $29.6 million from the Global Partnership for Education (GPE)) to: (i) support the implementation
of community childcare interventions for children ages 0-3 years in rural communities and targeted urban
settings, (ii) establish after-school clubs for preschool services to better meet the needs of working parents;
(iii) support quality improvements for preschool services that operate for a full school day; (iv) improve the
quality of public day-care centers and nonstate day-care centers under the supervision of the Ministry of Social
Affairs by strengthening the national regulatory framework and quality assurance systems.

Indonesia Community-Based Childcare and Women's Empowerment Project (P181007) — (Board approval
date: January 22, 2025)

Improving community-based childcare provision and livelihood opportunities for low-income households
The project is designed to improve community-based childcare provision and women’s economic participation
in 100 villages. Invest in Childcare has invested $1.4 million (matched by $2.75 million from the Japan Social
Development Fund) to pilot a community-based approach to establish new childcare facilities and improve
quality of existing childcare facilities and ensure options are affordable for families. The funding will also be
used to update and implement a curriculum and childcare practitioner training materials, and conduct
community outreach activities to increase demand for childcare services and mobilize support for
implementing community-based childcare models. Childcare services will be supplemented with livelihoods
and behavior change interventions to further support the economic empowerment of mothers.

Jordan Enhancing Women’s Economic Opportunities (P180508) — (Board approval date: March 26, 2024)
Expanding access and take up of childcare through start-up grants, subsidies for low-income households, and
an online service platform

The Enhancing Women’s Economic Opportunities in Jordan Project is designed to address constraints that
women face to enter and stay in the labor force including lack of access to quality childcare. Invest in Childcare
is supporting the Government of Jordan to expand access to affordable quality childcare services through: (i)
providing grants and in-kind support to establish center-based nurseries and home-based-nurseries; (ii)
subsidizing the cost of childcare for children aged 0-5 among social safety net recipients who demonstrate an
interest in participating in the labor force; and (iii) establishing a government operated online platform that
brings together providers and families, which is also linked to the National Unified Registry of families seeking
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https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/document-detail/P181168?type=projects
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/document-detail/P181168?type=projects
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/document-detail/P165557?type=projects
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/document-detail/P181007?type=projects
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099030724090013143/pdf/BOSIB16cf79c7b0e11866f16620aa3ba670.pdf
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social assistance. Invest in Childcare has invested $5 million (matched by the $4 million Investment Project
Financing (IPF) component for piloting childcare grants and subsidies and $92.5 million from the Performance
for Results (PforR) component associated with childcare policy reforms).

Kosovo Early Childhood Education and Care for Kosovo’s Human Capital Project (P179656) — (Board approval
date: March 14, 2024)

Improving quality and equitable access of childcare for vulnerable families

The Kosovo Early Childhood Education and Care project is designed to improve the quality and equitable access
to early childhood education and care services in Kosovo. Invest in Childcare has invested $2 million (matched
by $2 million IDA) to: (i) support developing a framework for childcare services under the new ECE law; (ii)
improve in-service and pre-service teacher training programs; (iii) training of childcare and early learning
professionals; (iv) create new childcare spaces in public schools; and (v) pilot a vouchers scheme to enroll
children ages 3 to 5 from vulnerable families in full day childcare.

Kyrgyz National Community Initiatives Project (P180909) — (Board approval date: July 31, 2024)

Expanding access to quality childcare through community infrastructure grants, training and providing
incentives to establish childcare as a livelihood opportunity

The objective of the Kyrgyz National Community Initiatives Project is to improve access to socio-economic
infrastructure and increase economic opportunities for women and youth in target communities. Invest in
Childcare has invested $2 million (matched by $2 million IDA ) to: (i) establish or rehabilitate childcare centers
through social infrastructure subgrants in select districts; (ii) design and implement a training module for
communities and local government on the importance of early childhood development and on monitoring the
quality of childcare services; and (iii) provide incentives for women with viable business plans to open private
childcare facilities by providing equipment and furniture, and technical and business support.

Kyrgyz Republic - Additional Financing to the Learning for the Future Project (P509871) — (Board approval
date: June 25, 2025)

Expanding access to quality childcare through regulatory reform, repurposing and efficient use of public
spaces, and piloting alternative service models

The current Project is enhancing school readiness and teacher effectiveness in pre-school through secondary
education in targeted communities and an Additional Financing will expand the scope of current project
activities to include the provision of full-day childcare services to support economic empowerment of women.
Invest in Childcare has invested $2 million (matched by $3.5 million IDA) to support: (i) review and update of
the regulatory framework to enable diverse, quality childcare models, including public private partnerships
(PPPs) and incentives for women entrepreneurs; (ii) design and roll out of a quality childcare services package
that includes repurposing and equipping underutilized public facilities to create climate-resilient, energy-
efficient childcare spaces; (iii) pilot and scale-up of alternative childcare models such as Family-based
Kindergartens (FbKs); and (iv) updated training for childcare workers, women entrepreneurs and government
officials to be delivered and certified by the responsible body for in-service teachers training. These activities
are aligned with analytical work and village-level interventions supported by the National Community
Initiatives Project, which received an Invest in Childcare Recipient-Executed grant in 2024.

Moldova Education Quality Improvement Project (P179363) — (Board approval date: May 31, 2023)

Expanding access to childcare for vulnerable populations and Ukrainian refugees and training practitioners
The EQIP will improve the learning environment of education institutions (including early education and care
centers (ECEC)) and to better support vulnerable Moldovan families and refugees from Ukraine. Invest in
Childcare has invested $5 million (matched by $10 million IBRD), to expand childcare access especially for
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https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099042524153570991/bosib152c2122502e1a25e12f7a51c93a3d
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/document-detail/P180909?type=projects
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099070225115511383/pdf/BOSIB-aee74079-2206-4fc6-87fa-2f28d51c0afa.pdf
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P179363
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vulnerable and refugee families (with a focus on full day services) and to strengthen workforce capacity through
in-service training.

Rwanda Stunting Prevention and Reduction Project (P179499) — (Board approval date: March 30, 2023)
Expanding and improving the quality (and convenience) of established ECD services

The Stunting Prevention and Reduction project is designed to contribute to the reduction in the stunting rate
among children under five years of age. Early Childhood Development (ECD) settings in Rwanda serve children
from zero to six years old with a special emphasis on nutrition and other interventions to reduce stunting,
alongside offering early learning and childcare. Invest in Childcare has invested $4 million (matched by at least
$10 million IDA funding) to expand this approach and improve the quality of childcare through: (i) training
caregivers and other stakeholders, (iii) providing tools and materials to newly established settings; and (iii)
supporting peer-peer learning among childcare providers to promote learning and innovative practices.

Senegal Higher Education Project "Espoir-Jeunes" (P178750) — (Board approval date: June 29, 2023)
Developing childcare as a training track in public TVET institutions

The Espoir-Jeunes project is designed to increase equitable access to market-relevant short-term vocational
tertiary education programs. Invest in Childcare has invested $1.9 million (matched by $1.9 million IDA) to
integrate childcare training tracks into the country’s technical and vocational education institutions— a new
approach to strengthen the childcare workforce. The funds will also be used to ensure childcare is offered at
TVET institutions to enable women’s participation in training. Several other activities will take place to
strengthen the knowledge base and the enabling environment for childcare in Senegal including: (i)
preparatory studies on the supply and demand of childcare in Senegal; (ii) an impact evaluation of the childcare
services and the training programs; and (iii) support to finalize quality standards for childcare models in
Senegal.

Somalia Empowering Women through Education and Skills Project "Rajo Kaaba" (P176898) — (Board approval
date: June 27, 2022)

Developing childcare as a training track within skills training programs and offering childcare to project
beneficiaries

The objective of Rajo Kaaba is to improve literacy and numeracy skills of women in selected areas and to
prepare women for leadership roles. Invest in Childcare has invested $2 million (matched by $2 million IDA) to
integrate childcare within the project, including through: (i) offering childcare as a training track within the
skills programs; (ii) ensuring children is available to women participating in training programs and higher
education; and (iii) developing quality standards for the childcare services supported by the project.

Tanzania Project for Advancing Gender Equality (PAMOJA) (P178813) — (Board approval date: March 5, 2024)
Expanding access to childcare in the Mainland and Zanzibar by establishing community-based childcare
centers and developing a national practitioner framework

The objective of PAMOIJA is to increase access to economic opportunities for women and Gender-Based
Violence prevention and response services, in targeted areas of the United Republic of Tanzania. Invest in
Childcare has invested $4.5 million (matched by $4.5 million IDA) to: (i) operationalize 200 community day care
centers (CDCCs) in the mainland and Zanzibar; (ii) train caregivers for the CDCCs; (iii) develop a national
practitioner framework; and (iv) develop a digital quality assurance system to support monitoring and
adherence to quality standards.
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https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P179499
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P178750
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P176898
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099022024175051789/pdf/BOSIB145197c180e21843216414fd9272e4.pdf
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Ukraine Investing in Social Protection for Inclusion, Resilience, and Efficiency (INSPIRE) Project (P181081) —
(Board approval date: November 28, 2024)

Expanding access to affordable childcare for war-affected and vulnerable groups

The INSPIRE project in Ukraine aims to improve the coverage and efficiency of selected social safety net
programs in Ukraine and the sustainable provision of social assistance to vulnerable groups. Invest in Childcare
has invested $2 million (matched by $4 million IBRD) to support expanding the Municipal Nanny Program to
improve access to affordable childcare. The funding will allow new beneficiary groups to be reached, including
children under 3 from internally displaced families and children under 6 from war-affected areas. The expanded
program will refine enrolment requirements to encourage parents’ participation in the labor force. This is
expected to lay the groundwork for transforming municipal nannies into models for family-based childcare and
small childcare businesses.

Uzbekistan Innovative Social Protection System for inclusion of Vulnerable People (INSON) Project
(P504420) — (Board approval date: May 24, 2024)

Improving quality and access of childcare services for vulnerable children including children with

disabilities

The objective of INSON is to improve access to quality of social services and benefits for vulnerable people in
Uzbekistan. Invest in Childcare has invested $2 million (matched by $2 million IDA) to support the development
of the legal and regulatory framework to offer and improve the quality of day care services for children with
disabilities, including the development of a quality and cost standards framework, legislation for provider
licensing and accreditation and a concept for alternative financing models for private provision. Funding will
also support the pilot and gradual scale up of full day childcare services for vulnerable children including
children with disabilities in at least 30 Territory Social Services Center (TSSCs) and will support their transition
to mainstream education system.
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https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/document-detail/P181081?type=projects
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099050724162539809/bosib114cafc8d06e1a6b51096b834eb119
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099050724162539809/bosib114cafc8d06e1a6b51096b834eb119
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Summaries of Bank-Executed grants awarded in 2022 (round 1) and 2024 (round 2)

Country and grant information

Microsummary of the activities supported

Argentina (1)

Designing childcare options for agri-
food system workers through
productive alliances in Argentina

SECTOR: Agriculture

GRANT: $250,000

Argentina (2)

Supporting policy dialogue and
assessing childcare quality in
Argentina

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs,
Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $248,750

Armenia

Analyzing the impact of the Childcare
Allowance program, diagnostics to
inform prospective government
investments and designing and
testing quality standards for various
types of provision

SECTOR: Social Protection and Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $246,000
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In Argentina, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to support the
design of childcare options for agricultural workers through: (i) a
diagnostic of social norms, constraints and barriers faced by women in
agricultural communities through focus group discussions; (ii) a series of
consultations with public agencies, CSOs, firms and parents to identify
feasible and relevant childcare models, including public private
partnerships; and (iii) the design of an approach to deliver childcare in
the agricultural communities surveyed, including the design of a
curriculum that is meaningful for the agricultural context (e.g. green
activities and children’s gardens). The team also plan to disseminate the
findings at a regional level to promote policy discussion on rural childcare
provision.

In Argentina, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to support policy
development on childcare at the national level and for Mendoza
province. Four activities will be financed: (i) knowledge exchange and
technical assistance to make the case for childcare and redesign the
national social sector policy; (ii) support the development and validation
of a new early childhood development (ECD) law to expand childcare in
Mendoza province; (iii) quality assessments of public childcare provision
for low-income families in Mendoza province; and (iv) an evaluation to
assess the impact of in-service teacher training on the quality of
childcare services and on child and parental outcomes in Mendoza
province).

In Armenia, the Government recently reformed the Childcare Allowance
(CCA) program, which is now a universal benefit for parents of children
under 2. Building on this reform, the government wants to explore ways
to strengthen the childcare system. Invest in Childcare funding will be
used to: (i) analyze the impact of the CCA expansion on female labor
force participation and uptake of childcare services in pre- and post-
reform periods; (ii) conduct various diagnostics to inform government
investments including: mapping existing childcare services, costing
supply gaps, analyzing the effectiveness of government grants to NGOs,
and understanding demand-side factors; and (iii) design and test quality
standards and a quality assurance mechanism applicable to all types of
childcare provision.



Country and grant information
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Microsummary of the activities supported

Bangladesh (1)

Designing childcare for vulnerable
women in urban areas of Bangladesh
and drafting regulations for
registration and provision

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $175,000

Bangladesh (2)

Designing a community-based
childcare model in Bangladesh for
women not in education, employment
or training (NEET).

SECTOR: Education, Social Protection
& Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $203,000

Benin

Piloting childcare in Benin through
community childcare spaces
SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $250,000
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The Government of Bangladesh passed the Child Daycare Center Act in
2021 to standardize the quality of childcare by mandating registration
and defining types of childcare provision. Invest in Childcare funding will
be used to identify and design childcare models to support vulnerable
women in urban areas through supply and demand-side assessments
and modelling the cost of provision. These models could be piloted and
scaled up via a World Bank-financed operation. Funding will also support
dissemination of findings to inform the government to draft the rules
and regulations under the 2021 Act

Invest in Childcare funding will be used to design a community-managed
childcare model in Bangladesh to promote the participation of young
women that are Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET). Four
activities will be financed: (i) situation assessment of supply and demand
focusing on rural areas; (ii) design of a tailored community-based
childcare model; (iii) design of an impact evaluation, project monitoring
framework, and tools; and (iv) knowledge sharing and policy guidance.
This model would be piloted through a new World Bank-financed
operation.

Invest in Childcare funding will be used to support two projects in Benin.
Firstly, under the Youth Inclusion Project, grant funds will be used to
support: (i) technical assistance to community childcare spaces (CCSs)
pilot (including support to revise existing regulation on establishing
childcare centers); and (ii) a process evaluation. (ii) technical assistance
to build the capacity of social workers responsible for training and
monitoring for the community childcare spaces, to develop a
comprehensive communication strategy for childcare. Secondly, grant
funds will support conducting demand analysis for childcare among the
beneficiaries of the new productive inclusion program linked to the
national social safety net to understand social and cultural norms,
constraints and demand to potentially include childcare future phases of
the project.



Country and grant information
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Microsummary of the activities supported

Bhutan

Leveraging existing services to
expand access to quality childcare
services in Bhutan

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs,
Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $249,000

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Exploring strategies to improve
access and affordability of childcare
and increase women labor force
participation

SECTOR: Social Protection and Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $100,000

Burkina Faso
Strengthening childcare in Burkina
Faso

SECTOR: Health, Nutrition &
Population

GRANT AMOUNT: $97,250
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Invest in Childcare funding will support efforts to expand access to
quality childcare services in Bhutan by leveraging existing early
childhood care and development (ECCD) settings serving children ages 3-
5. Funding will be used to: (i) conduct childcare demand- and supply-
side diagnostics; (ii) design and monitor pilots to improve the childcare
offering of existing ECCD settings, which may include expanding
enrollment to the 0-2 age group, extending hours of existing services,
and/or adapting models for remote areas; and (iii) finalize childcare
quality standards for children aged 0-2.

Invest in Childcare funding will be used to explore strategies to improve
access and affordability of childcare and increase women'’s labor force
participation in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Various assessments will be
conducted to understand the potential of different models, including: (i)
options for employer-supported childcare (including on-site, subsidies
and employer partnerships in rural and urban settings); (ii) a voucher
model piloted in Sarajevo, offered to children waitlisted for public
providers to co-finance access to private ones (analysis will include the
legal basis for the voucher, access and take-up and quality of private
provision); and, (iii) the feasibility of professionalizing nanny services,
and developing home-based and/or community-based models. In
addition, grant funding will be used to integrate childcare information
into platforms for job-seeking parents through the Federal Employment
Institute and the Employment Agency of the Republika Srpska.

Invest in Childcare funding will be used to conduct a situation
assessment and strengthen the enabling environment for childcare in
Burkina Faso. Four activities will be financed: (i) situation assessment to
identify family needs and preferences around childcare services and
inform a national roadmap to scale up community childcare ;(ii) the
operationalization of quality standards (initially elaborated in 2021) for
creches and community-based childcare services, including updating
tools to help providers set up and then support ongoing monitoring;
and, (ii) a review of the national strategy for integrated early childhood
development (ECD) to develop the childcare components. Both activities
will involve consultations with national ECD experts, policymakers, the
private sector and civil society; and (iv) knowledge sharing and policy
guidance to influence the design of childcare in existing and pipeline
operations.
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Country and grant information

' Investin Childcare '

Microsummary of the activities supported

Burundi

Diagnostics to understand childcare
needs of refugee and host
communities and feasibility of
establishing childcare as an income
generating activity for urban refugees

SECTOR: Social Sustainability and
Inclusion

GRANT AMOUNT: $206,000

Cabo Verde (1)

Defining cost-effective childcare
models to expand access in Cabo
Verde and piloting cash transfers to
use for childcare

SECTOR: Education, Social Protection
& Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $217,000

Cabo Verde (2)
Improving access to quality childcare
in Cabo Verde

SECTOR: Education, Social Protection
& Jobs, Health, Nutrition &

Population

GRANT AMOUNT: $157,500
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The Burundi Integrated Community Development Project “Turikumwe”
supports the employment and self-employment of women refugees and
host communities. Invest in Childcare funding will be used to (i) conduct
diagnostics to understand the link between the availability of childcare
and women's participation in project activities; (ii) identify culturally
appropriate childcare modalities, including options for refugee and host
community women to set up childcare services, and explore ways to use
childcare services to improve children’s nutrition; (iii) conduct a study on
childcare and the feasibility of childcare as a livelihood opportunity for
women in urban areas who have been displaced due to climate crises.

The Government of Cabo Verde approved a National Care Plan in 2017
and made a commitment to provide universal childcare, but further
analysis is needed to understand the current system and identify options
to expand services. Invest in Childcare funding will support: (i) an in-
depth diagnostic of the current system and draw upon global best
practices to provide recommendations for a cost-effective model; (ii) the
design and implementation of a pilot subsidy program to provide access
to childcare services for women participating in a productive inclusion
program; and (iii) an operational review and beneficiary survey to inform
a potential expansion of the subsidy pilot.

In Cabo Verde, Invest in Childcare funding previously supported an in-
depth national diagnostic of childcare services and TA to design and pilot
a childcare subsidy scheme. These activities successfully informed policy
triggers to improve access to quality childcare in the first of a series of
Development Policy Financing (DPF) operations, which channel funds to
the Government based on achieving certain results and policy triggers.
This new Invest in Childcare funding will support Technical Assistance
(TA) to help meet the policy triggers which focus on accreditation and
licensing of home-based childcare providers and will also design
childcare activities for pipeline operations. Three activities will be
financed: (i) support revisions to the 2018 Law on Childcare Services
through institutional coordination and development of an integrated
ECD policy framework for children ages 0-5; (ii) operationalize the 2021
Law on Childcare Workers by developing procedures and a platform for
workforce licensing and generating recommendations for training; and,
(iii) conduct center-level surveys to collect data on accreditation to
enhance and scale an existing childcare subsidy pilot and increase
investments through a World Bank supported operation.
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Country and grant information

' Investin Childcare ’

Microsummary of the activities supported

Cameroon

Scaling up of lessons learned to
mobile creches sites and piloting a
sustainable model of community-
based childcare

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs,
Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $183,500

Chad

Strengthening childcare services for
improved access to childcare and
early childhood education services in
Chad

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs,
Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $125,000
(An additional $125,000 Co-financed
with ECD in FCV/INSPIRE)

Chile

Improving the quality of community
and home-based childcare in Chile
SECTOR: Poverty and Equity, Social
Protection and Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $130,800

EARLY
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In Cameroon, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to strengthen and
expand the provision of childcare for beneficiaries of the Safety Nets
Project. Three activities will be financed: (i) a mapping of existing
childcare services in rural areas—including public, private, and
community-based modalities—alongside an assessment of childcare
needs; (ii) the documentation and dissemination of lessons learned from
a mobile creche modality initially piloted with previous Early Learning
Partnership (ELP) support in labor-intensive public works sites; and (iii)
support for a new pilot of 18 community-based childcare centers linked
to community preschools to assess if this offers a more sustainable and
longer-term option for project beneficiaries (this will include developing
an operational manual, training trainers, and providing continuous
support throughout implementation).

In Chad, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to improve community-
based childcare and preschool provision for refugees and young mothers
in host communities. Three activities will be financed: (i) supply and
demand side assessments to understand available provision and the
needs, preferences and constraints of these mothers in accessing quality
childcare services; (ii) dissemination of the findings and
recommendations from the diagnostics to inform policy dialogue and
policy reforms; and, (iii) technical assistance to pilot a training for
childcare and preschool providers to improve quality and address
refugee learning needs and facilitate their integration into the national
education system.

Invest in Childcare funding will be used to explore ways to expand quality
community and home-based childcare in Chile. Funding will be used to:
(i) conduct a supply-side diagnostic of community and home-based
childcare provision; (ii) develop quality standards for community and
home-based provision; (iii) design a pilot that would follow the quality
standards developed and estimate costs, coverage, and fiscal returns;
and (iv) support an implementation of the pilot in selected municipalities
with technical assistance and monitoring and evaluation activities.
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Country and grant information

' Investin Childcare '

Microsummary of the activities supported

Colombia

Identifying policy and system
improvements for gender
transformative childcare services in
Colombia

SECTOR: Education, Social Protection
& Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $223,055

Comoros
Piloting community childcare for
beneficiaries of safety net programs

SECTOR: Social Protection and Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $185,000

Congo, Rep.
Supporting women entrepreneurs to
start or grow childcare businesses

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: US$352,650

Cote D’lvoire
Improving the quality and coherence
of childcare interventions

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $100,000
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Colombia has one of the largest publicly funded childcare programs in
Latin America led by the Colombia Family Welfare Institute (ICBF,
acronym in Spanish). Invest in Childcare funding will be used to support:
(i) a comprehensive assessment to document the strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities for improving financing, access, quality, and equity of
childcare and ECD services by ICBF; (ii) the identification of financially
and operationally feasible policy actions informed by best practices to
expand coverage, promote quality, ensure adequate delivery, and
integrate childcare and ECD services within the National Care System for
women’s economic inclusion..

In Comoros, Invest in Childcare funding will support the establishment of
community childcare to support women beneficiaries under the Shock
Responsive and Resilient Safety Net Project. Funding will be used to: (i)
conduct a landscape analysis of childcare services available in Comoros
and rapid demand- and supply-side assessments of home- and
community-based childcare for vulnerable households; (ii) develop an
operating manual and training curriculum for childcare providers; and,
(iii) provide technical assistance to pilot community childcare, with
monitoring and a process evaluation to inform refinements and future
roll out.

In the Republic of Congo, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to pilot
an approach to support women to start childcare businesses as an
income generating activity within a women’s empowerment project.
Start-up grants will be provided through the project and Invest in
Childcare funding will support: (i) a rapid assessment of the demand and
supply of home- and community-based childcare services for vulnerable
households in urban and peri-urban areas; (ii) the identification and
training of childcare entrepreneurs interested in starting or growing a
childcare business; (iii) ongoing coaching and mentoring for the childcare
entrepreneurs and (iv) the monitoring and dissemination of lessons
learned, development of an implementation manual and sharing a pilot
report and a case study to foster government dialogue around childcare.

Cote D’lvoire has a number of World Bank operations that include
childcare activities. Invest in Childcare funding will be used to improve
the quality of these activities and ensure consistency and coherence
across projects through supporting: (i) the adaptation of quality
standards for mobile creches and community-based centers; (ii) the
development of a training curriculum for childcare practitioners; and (iii)
just-in-time technical assistance during the implementation and
operationalization of the quality standards and training curriculum.
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Country and grant information

' Investin Childcare ’

Microsummary of the activities supported

Djibouti

Childcare landscape analysis and
operationalizing a strategy to include
community-based childcare in social
public services

SECTOR: Social Protection and Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $130,000

Egypt

Enhancing employer-supported
childcare services in Egypt to support
women’s labor force participation

SECTOR: Transport

GRANT AMOUNT: $75,000

El Salvador

Promoting access to affordable,
quality childcare in El Salvador by
developing quality standards and
conducting costing analysis

SECTOR: Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $125,000
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The Government of Djibouti adopted a bill to establish public childcare
centers in 2018 designed to improve and increase childcare provision.
Invest in Childcare funding will support three activities to help
operationalize this bill: (i) a landscape analysis to provide an overview of
childcare in rural and urban settings and identify gaps in existing policies
and strategies; (ii) the development of tools to operationalize a strategy
to position community-based childcare within social public services; and,
(iif) knowledge sharing and capacity building of government officials to
effectively roll out this strategy.

In Egypt, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to enhance employer-
supported childcare services in the Egyptian National Railways (ENR) —a
state-owned enterprise — to support women’s labor force participation.
Four activities will be financed: (i) a childcare needs assessment among
ENR employees through focus group discussions and an online
questionnaire; (ii) a review of applicable childcare legislation and current
employer-supported childcare models in Egypt; (iii) a consultative
meeting with stakeholders from civil society, public, and private sectors
to discuss the assessments and potential models; and, (iv) the
development of an internal note recommending the most suitable
employer-supported childcare model(s) for ENR based on the
assessments and stakeholder feedback.

In El Salvador, the World Bank education team previously used funding
to extend the early childhood development learning standards (ECDLS)
to apply to children ages 0 to 6. Building on this work, Invest in Childcare
funds will support: (i) the design of a harmonized quality standards
framework applicable for all models of childcare and early learning
provision; (ii) a costing exercise for the expansion of childcare and early
learning; and (iii) the development of a dashboard that collects reliable
inter-institutional data on childhood development and service provision
to inform decision-making on expansion.
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Country and grant information

' Investin Childcare ’

Microsummary of the activities supported

El Salvador (2)

Diagnostics and impact valuation to
inform potential childcare
investments in El Salvador

SECTOR: Social Protection and Jobs,

IFC Gender and Economic Inclusion,
WB Living Standards Metric Survey

GRANT AMOUNT: $200,000

Ethiopia

Piloting community based-childcare
for public works and safety nets
beneficiaries

SECTOR: Social Protection and Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $250,000

The Gambia
Conducting a national childcare
situation assessment

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs,
Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $180,000
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In El Salvador, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to inform potential
childcare investments. Three activities will be supported: (i) diagnostics
of childcare supply and demand, including mapping public and private
provision and a comparative international analysis of coverage and
expenditure; (ii) the design and implementation of a randomized control
trial (RCT) to assess the impact of a childcare stipend within the
Promoting Job Opportunities and Skills Development Project on young
and vulnerable women’s training completion rates and economic
opportunities, as well as on child development; and, (iii) dissemination
of findings through roundtable discussions and workshops to share best
practices and explore scalable childcare models.

In Ethiopia, building on insights from a previous Early Learning
Partnership (ELP) supported pilotin 2020, Invest in Childcare funding will
support the establishment of community-based childcare for
beneficiaries of the Strengthen Ethiopia’s Adaptive Safety Net and Public
Safety Nets project in three regions. Four activities will be financed: (i)
revisions to childcare practitioners training materials to align with the
national Early Childhood Development (ECD) policy; (ii) recruitment and
training of practitioners (selected from public works beneficiaries); (iii)
technical assistance to identify and equip community spaces in line with
national ECD policy and standards; and, (iv) monitoring and evaluation
to inform future scale up of community-based childcare through the
project.

In The Gambia, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to build on a
recent rapid childcare assessment to conduct a more thorough situation
analysis. Funding will cover: (i) demand side assessments using an in-
depth survey on current childcare arrangements, demand for childcare,
preferences and norms, willingness to enroll and pay and early childhood
development indicators; (iii) two rapid supply assessments focusing on
childcare arrangements in higher education institutions and mobile
childcare centers in a productive economic inclusion pilot; and, (iv) the
development of a diagnostic report to summarize findings and
recommendations from the assessments. Findings will be disseminated
through stakeholder workshops.
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Country and grant information

' Investin Childcare ’

Microsummary of the activities supported

Georgia

Evaluating the impact of poverty-
targeted child benefits, maternal
benefits and other policy changes

SECTOR: Social Protection and Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $248,750

Ghana (1)
Improving childcare provision in
Ghana's Safety Net Programs

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $250,000

Ghana (2)
Supporting a pilot of a childcare
entrepreneurship model

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs,
Finance, Competitiveness &

Innovation, Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $250,000
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Since 2015, the Government of Georgia has implemented various
reforms to improve female labor force participation and fertility rates,
including maternity reforms, and an expansion of poverty-targeted child
benefits, which could be used for childcare. Despite these efforts, the
anticipated outcomes have not been achieved. Invest in Childcare
funding with be used to conduct a rigorous evaluation of the impact of
these policy changes on parents’ time use, childcare usage and child
development, and to conduct assessments to understand constraining
factors in the supply and uptake of childcare provision so that
adjustments and new policy options can be proposed to improve impact.
The funding will also support the dissemination of findings and
discussions on the implications for future policy options.

Invest in Childcare funding will be used to promote women’s
participation in Ghana’s Safety Nets Program by improving childcare
provision in labor-intensive public work sites. Four activities will be
financed: (i) the development of childcare standards and training
materials for providers; (ii) delivery of training through a train-the-
trainer approach to providersin target districts; (iii) a process evaluation
of the pilot to capture lessons learned from implementation, on quality
and uptake, satisfaction of parents and childcare providers, and
recommendations for scale up; and, (iv) dissemination activities with
public and nonstate actors.

In Ghana, Invest in Childcare funding will support the pilot of a childcare
entrepreneurship model leveraging the entrepreneurship component of
the Ghana Jobs and Skills Project. The funding will cover: (i) the design
and pilot of a comprehensive support package for childcare
entrepreneurship, including training, financial support to set up, and
ongoing coaching and support for the first year; (ii) an assessment of the
quality and sustainability of the childcare services, and, (iii) the
development of childcare certifications within the National TVET
Qualification framework. The findings will inform future roll out within
this project and other pipeline projects.
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Country and grant information

' Investin Childcare '

Microsummary of the activities supported

Ghana (3)

Piloting community childcare in rural

and urban settings and rapid
evaluation to inform roll out under
GALOP

SECTOR: Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $150,000

Global

Examining public land allocation for

childcare services through a global
review and country deep dives

SECTOR: Social Sustainability &
Inclusion

GRANT AMOUNT: $250,000

Guinea (1)

Generating knowledge to engage and

prepare childcare investments in
Guinea

SECTOR: Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $21,500

Guinea (2)

Technical assistance to design
childcare interventions in fisheries
communities

SECTOR: Agriculture

GRANT AMOUNT: $105,000
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The Ghana Accountability and Learning Outcomes Project (GALOP) has
been approved for $7.4 million in Recipient-Executed match funding.
Supplementary Invest in Childcare funding will support the design of new
childcare interventions through: (i) technical assistance to support an
early community childcare pilot in urban and rural settings including
revision and harmonization of different pedagogical approaches and
development of operational manuals informed by international best
practice; and, (ii) rapid evaluation of the community childcare pilot to
inform roll out under the project.

Invest in Childcare funding will be used to identify how public land
policies could support the expansion of childcare services. Set-up costs
are often prohibitive for childcare providers and the use of public land
and buildings for childcare could remove a key barrier. The funding will
support: (i) a global review of best practices on public land allocation for
childcare and early learning services; (ii) country-specific deep dives in
Tanzania and Indonesia to analyze the relationship between land
allocation and childcare provision, informing national policy dialogue;
and (iii) consultations and dissemination of findings to inform global
practices and policy reforms.

Guinea is part of an Invest in Childcare global cross-country diagnostic
study for childcare, the findings of which will inform the design of new
childcare interventions under a pipeline education operation. Additional
Invest in Childcare funding will be utilized for technical assistance to
support project preparation, hold consultations with government and
other stakeholders, and provide inputs to help refine pieces of the
enabling environment. These refinements may include a childcare
subsector strategy, improvements to the quality assurance system and
workforce training, and activities that aim to change socials norms
around childcare to remove a barrier to girls’ enroliment in school.

Invest in Childcare funding will support the integration of childcare
services into a pipeline World Bank project that focuses on climate
resilience and food security. Invest in Childcare funding will be used to:
(i) conduct a demand-side and supply-side situation assessment in
farming and fishery communities targeted by the project; and (ii) for
technical assistance to design childcare model(s)to support women’s
livelihood activities in these communities. Guinea is also part of an Invest
in Childcare global cross-country diagnostic study for childcare, and the
broader insights will further support this work.
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Country and grant information

Guinea (3)
Improving childcare infrastructure
and services in Guinea

SECTOR: Health, Nutrition &
Population

GRANT AMOUNT: $51,000

Guinea Bissau

Piloting a community-based early
childhood development model in
selected regions to enhance women’s
economic empowerment

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs,
Health, Nutrition & Population,
Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $245,000

Honduras

Encouraging childcare investments in
rural Honduras to promote women’s
participation in agricultural activities
and strengthen agricultural value
chains

SECTOR: Agriculture and Food

GRANT AMOUNT: $149,880
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Investin Childcare

Microsummary of the activities supported

Invest in Childcare Funding will be used to increase childcare
investments under the Sahel Women's Empowerment and Demographic
Dividend (SWEDD) project by: (i) conducting rapid analyses of
institutional arrangements, mapping and assessing parental satisfaction
with existing services in communities targeted by the project; (ii)
developing locally adapted curricula and materials; and (iii) conducting
consultation workshops with mayors, governors and ministry cadres.

Invest in Childcare funding will be used to pilot a community-based ECD
model for beneficiaries of a social safety nets program in rural Guinea
Bissau. The funding will support: (i) an assessment of existing
arrangements and of household needs and preferences for childcare; (ii)
the development of training materials for community-based services and
a strategy for community awareness raising; (iii) the design of an
affordable and sustainable, community-based childcare model for
vulnerable households; and (iv) technical assistance to support the pilot
and a process evaluation to inform future scale up under a pipeline
project.

Invest in Childcare funding will be used to encourage childcare
investments in rural Honduras to promote women's participation in
agricultural activities and strengthen agricultural value chains. The
funding will cover: (i) consultations with producer organizations on
childcare availability and quality, and its impact on women's agricultural
participation; (ii) local adaptation and validation of a rural childcare
toolkit from Argentina to integrate childcare into agricultural projects (iii)
operationalizing childcare options for selected producer organizations,
assessing their financial and logistical viability; and, (iv) technical
workshops with national authorities and project staff to raise awareness
and provide options for integrating childcare into agricultural sub-
projects. Findings will also be conveyed to the Government of Honduras
to inform the new gender strategy for the Ministry of Agriculture.
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Country and grant information

' Investin Childcare ’

Microsummary of the activities supported

India (1)

Defining models for a skilled childcare

workforce in India
SECTOR: Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $250,000

India (2)

Building the evidence base and
strengthening the enabling
environment to expand childcare
access in India

SECTOR: Social Sustainability &
Inclusion; Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $220,000

Indonesia
Identifying models for childcare in
Indonesia

SECTOR: Social Sustainability &
Inclusion

GRANT AMOUNT: $120,000
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In India, the Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act of 2017 which
mandated employer supported childcare, raised concerns around how
to build a quality workforce to support childcare expansions. Building on
a study funded by a previous grant around the market and demand for
skilled labor force in early childhood development, Invest in Childcare
funding will be used to support: (i) an in-depth analysis of the childcare
workforce to understand the current context; (ii) the identification of the
skills needed to provide quality childcare; and (iii) recommendations for
potential models for short- and long-term skills training to develop the
workforce for quality childcare.

Invest in Childcare funding will support activities to build the evidence
base and strengthen the enabling environment to increase childcare
access across India. The funding will cover: (i) providing technical
assistance to the State of Haryana to evaluate the impact of its childcare
policy on children’s nutritional outcomes, mother’s labor force
participation and care workers; (ii) producing a series of policy briefs on
operationalizing and scaling up childcare centers across India, building
on the evaluation of Haryana’s policies, global best practices, and
partnerships with organizations such as Mobile Creches and Self
Employed Women's Association (SEWA); (iii) developing a regulatory and
accreditation framework for nonstate childcare providers; and, (iv)
engaging the Ministry of Women and Child Development and the
National Institute for Transforming India (NITI Aayog), the leading public
policy think tank of the government of India, in policy dialogue to support
the adoption of evidence-based childcare solutions.

In Indonesia, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to support the
continuation of the dialogue on childcare in Indonesia by identifying
cross-sectoral solutions. Funding will support: (i) a desk review of
rigorously evaluated policies and programs proven to work in different
contexts; and (ii) the engagement of civil society, government, private
sector, domestic workers organizations, and childcare service providers
to identify specific models that can be adapted to the country context.
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' Investin Childcare ’

Microsummary of the activities supported

Jordan

Promoting multi-sector collaboration
and designing childcare modalities for

a new project

SECTOR: Social Protection, other
sectors

GRANT AMOUNT: $100,000

Kenya (1)

Integrating childcare into a youth
employment program to enable
participation and as a
training/employment track

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $75,000

Kenya (2)

Designing and piloting childcare
enterprises for agri-food system
workers in Kenya

SECTOR: Agriculture

GRANT AMOUNT: $250,000
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In Jordan, the government recently launched the Economic
Modernization Vision 2030, which prioritizes women’s economic
participation. This is currently hindered by limited access to childcare;
however, the government has made recent progress on the legal and
policy framework for childcare, and a forthcoming World Bank-
supported project is intended to expand the access and quality of
childcare. Invest in Childcare funding will be used to support the design
of the project components for childcare, including: (i) conducting a
mapping of the childcare sector in Jordan to identify potential synergies,
redundancies, and gaps in governmental functions; (ii) identifying
opportunities for multi-sectoral collaboration in developing the childcare
sector and designing childcare modalities to be piloted in the project.

In Kenya, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to support the
identification of cost-effective, scalable childcare models to provide
access to children of women participating in the National Youth
Opportunities Towards Advancement Project (NYOTA) to improve their
employability. Funding will support: (i) the identification and
documentation of available childcare models suitable for vulnerable
youth that could be piloted and later scaled up through the project; (ii)
the preparation of guidelines and recommendations for integrating
childcare in NYOTA; and (iii) exploring options to support childcare
employment both as a training track within NYOTA and through
provision of childcare to NYOTA participants.

Invest in Childcare funding will be used to pilot an approach to establish

childcare enterprises to cater to the needs of female agri-food system
workers in Kenya. Four activities will be funded: (i) diagnostics of
childcare supply and demand for women in rural Kenya focusing on
members of producer organizations and saving and credit cooperatives;
(ii) technical assistance to design and implement a pilot intervention to
meet the needs of the members of these institutions by identifying,
training and coaching entrepreneurs interested in starting or growing a
childcare business in these communities; (iii) evaluation of the pilot; and
(iv) intensive stakeholder engagement in all phases of diagnostics,
implementation, evaluation of the pilot and knowledge dissemination.
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' Investin Childcare '

Microsummary of the activities supported

Kyrgyz Republic (1)

Understanding life cycles impacts of
center-based childcare for children
and women in the Kyrgyz Republic

SECTOR: Poverty and Equity, Social
Sustainability and Inclusion

GRANT AMOUNT: $150,000

Kyrgyz Republic (2)
Designing alternative childcare
model(s) in rural Kyrgyz Republic

SECTOR: Social Sustainability and
Inclusion

GRANT AMOUNT: $118,000

Lebanon

Development of a national childcare
framework and nutritional toolkit for
young children in Lebanon

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $56,250

(An additional 556,250 is co- financed
through an ELP grant for ECD in FCV
contexts)
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In Kyrgyz Republic, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to support: (i)
collection of new wave of the Life in Kyrgyzstan (LiK) Study data,
including a childcare module; (ii) analysis of the impacts of center-based
childcare on children and women in the Kyrgyz Republic, investigating a
range of outcomes across life stages for children and caregivers
including: education, health and nutrition outcomes among children;
time use, employment, productivity and well-being among caregivers;
decision-making, responsibilities and income generation within
households; and, the supply of and demand for childcare services at the
community level; and, (iii) dissemination of findings publicly on LiK
website and in conferences.

In Kyrgyz Republic, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to support
interventions under the National Community Initiatives Project which
will expand access to public and non-state childcare provision; the
Project was also approved for $2 million in Recipient-Executed Funding
to match IDA funding. Funding will cover: (i) a landscape analysis to
understand supply, demand and legal frameworks for childcare in rural
areas in the absence or scarcity of public provision; and (ii) design of
community-based model(s) that respond to gaps in supply, meet the
needs of rural communities and establish avenues for community
contributions. These activities will help build the case for local self-
governments to increase budget lines for childcare in their socio-
economic development plans and inform cost-efficient and climate-
smart design improvements of public childcare centers.

Given the current context in Lebanon, the World Bank team has worked
with the Government to respond to the changing situation. Invest in
Childcare funding will be used to support: (i) the development of a
national childcare framework; and (ii) the development of a nutritional
toolkit for children aged 0-2, which is being developed in collaboration
with several partners and expected to be included in childcare worker
trainings.
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Liberia Since 2016, the Economic Empowerment of Adolescent Girls and Young
Exploring pathways for childcare Women (EPAG) program has been using skills training opportunities to
employment and entrepreneurship in  build the childcare and early learning workforce in Liberia. Building on
Liberia previous grants for this work, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to

explore the potential to integrate this approach within the Liberia
SECTOR: Social Sustainability & Women Empowerment Project (LWEP) and create pathways for
Inclusion employment and entrepreneurship in childcare services. The funding will

support: (i) a situation assessment to identify the needs and preferences
GRANT AMOUNT: $240,000 around childcare in rural areas; (ii) the dissemination of findings and

efforts around policy dialogue across line ministries to advocate for
inclusion of childcare when implementing policies, projects and
programs that aim to empower women and girls; and (iii) the pilot of a
lower cost version of the EPAG training that may offer higher potential

for scale up.
Madagascar (1) In Madagascar, under the Safety Nets and Resilience project, Invest in
Designing and piloting sustainable Childcare funds will be used to support the identification and integration
childcare models for beneficiaries of of a sustainable childcare model for beneficiaries. This work will build on
safety nets project the learnings from an earlier social safety nets project, which piloted a

mobile creche model supported by a previous grant. Funding this time
SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs will support (i) a feasibility study to take stock of existing childcare

initiatives, analyze capacity of community associations, review
GRANT AMOUNT: $170,000 affordability, and explore different operating modalities suitable for

urban and rural areas; (ii) the development of quality standards for
community-based childcare, a training curriculum for childcare
providers, and materials for activities around child stimulation, nutrition
and school readiness; and (iii) the development of the monitoring and
evaluation capacity of the government to ensure quality childcare under
the project.

Madagascar (2) In Madagascar, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to conduct
Assessing the role of community- demand-side diagnostics targeting parents and primary caregivers to
based childcare centers on parents' assess the impact of community-based childcare centers on parents’
time use and perceptions time use and community perceptions. The diagnostic will include: (i) a

nationally representative demand-side assessment to capture current
SECTOR: Education childcare arrangements, family needs and preferences, gender and

social norms, women’s economic activity, and the potential to increase
GRANT AMOUNT: $93,800 with access to appropriate childcare; and, (ii) a deep dive into parents’

perspectives of childcare to understand the perceived benefit of
community daycares, and whether these arrangements positively
impact mothers' ability to work, engage in other income generating
activities, and/or other ways that the newly freed time is used.
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Country and grant information

' Investin Childcare '

Microsummary of the activities supported

Malaysia

Assessment of childcare quality,
demand-side constraints to uptake,
and women's employment

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs,
Education, Poverty, Human
Development

GRANT AMOUNT: $150,000

Malawi

Exploring childcare options to support
young mothers to re-enroll in school
in Malawi

SECTOR: Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $200,000

Mexico

Supporting the implementation of the
Early Childhood Care and Education
National Policy in Mexico

SECTOR: Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $120,000
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Invest in Childcare funding will support supply and demand assessments
to inform investments in childcare in Malaysia. Three activities will be
covered: (i) a supply-side diagnostic using key stakeholder interviews
and quality assessments of ECEC centers; (ii) a demand-side diagnostic
to understand families” perspectives and constraints; and, (iii) a
dissemination workshops with government stakeholders to present
assessment findings and encourage an increase in commitments to ECEC.

In Malawi, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to explore the
potential for childcare services to support school-aged mothers to re-
enroll in schools and continue their education. Activities supported will
include: (i) a diagnostic on formal and informal childcare provision and
their availability to enable young mothers to re-enroll in school; (ii) a
report with recommendations for how to support these young mothers
through childcare; and (iii) the design of a childcare pilot to support re-
enrollment in school and the dissemination of the findings to inform
policy dialogue.

The Government of Mexico published the Initial Education Policy (PNEI,
acronym in Spanish) in March 2022, reaffirming its commitment to
provide quality universal early childhood care and education (ECCE). As
a next step, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to provide technical
support for work across six states to support implementation towards
achievement of the PNEI. The work will vary according to each state’s
context and needs but will include one or more of the following: (i) a
demand and supply side analysis; (ii) quality assessments of existing Early
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) provision; (iii) a costing analysis;
and (iv) the identification of the training needs of practitioners.
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Country and grant information

Moldova
Conducting diagnostics and

simulations around different childcare

modalities and incentives to expand
provision in Moldova, including for
Ukrainian refugees

SECTOR: Education, Gender, IFC

GRANT AMOUNT: $90,000

(An additional 590,000 is co-financed

through an FCV grant)

Morocco

Exploring opportunities to expand
childcare through analytical work,
cross-country exchanges and policy
dialogue.

SECTOR: Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $300,000

Niger

Promoting women's empowerment
and improving child development
outcomes in Niger

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs,
Health, Nutrition & Population,

Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $247,500
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Investin Childcare

Microsummary of the activities supported

In Moldova, amendments to the education and labor laws allow
employer to provide childcare services to increase labor market
participation, including that of Ukrainian refugees but, employer-
supported childcare is still very limited in Moldova. Invest in Childcare
funding will be used to support: (i) a situation assessment of the demand,
supply and regulations surrounding childcare provision and
consultations with private sector employers; (ii) a costing exercise of
childcare provision under different modalities; and (iii) simulations of the
effect of different packages of per child allocation on the expansion of
childcare provision, including private sector provision.

The Kingdom of Morocco has a highly effective program to support early
childhood development and expand access to preschool and is
developing a national strategy and roadmap to improve women’s
economic empowerment, including through childcare expansion. Invest
in Childcare funding will be used to support this national process and
explore opportunities to expand access to childcare through: (i)
delivering a series of workshops on women’s economic empowerment
and childcare with Government and other stakeholders; (ii) conducting
a review of international good practices in childcare to inform Morocco’s
policy choices and potential models for expansion; (iii) conducting a
stocktaking of domestic policy, legal framework and existing childcare
expansion (iv) and, scoping the potential to leverage nonstate sector
financing to support childcare expansion; and (iv) coordinating cross-
country exchanges to learn from other countries on applicable
approaches and models for the Moroccan context. These efforts are
expected to feed into potential future policy reforms and project
investments in Morocco. Morocco is also part of an Invest in Childcare
global cross-country diagnostic study for childcare.

In Niger, the World Bank is supporting the new Ministry of Population to
prepare a roadmap for the development of the childcare system in the
country and pilot a community childcare model under a future World
Bank operation focused on creating pathways for work for Niger’s youth.
Invest in Childcare funding will support: (i) a situation assessment of
existing childcare services in Niger and a needs assessment in target
communities; (ii) technical assistance to prepare the roadmap to develop
key regulations, and initiation of a broader policy dialogue; (iii). technical
assistance for the design of the community childcare pilot, including an
operations manual, an implementation plan; and, (iv) design of an
impact evaluation of the pilot that will be conducted under the project.
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Country and grant information

' Investin Childcare ’

Microsummary of the activities supported

Panama

Supporting the enhancement and
expansion of childcare centers in
Panama

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $250,000

Peru
Supporting the expansion of childcare
centers in Peru

SECTOR: Social Protection and Jobs,
(in collaboration with Education and
Health, Nutrition and Population)

GRANT AMOUNT: $250,000

Regional East and Southern Africa (1)
Catalyzing knowledge and investment
on childcare in Eastern and Southern
Africa

SECTOR: Social Protection, Education,
Health, Nutrition & Population, Social

Sustainability & Inclusion

GRANT AMOUNT: $250,000
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In Panama, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to support the
improvement and expansion of childcare centers as part of the country-
wide Centros de Atencion Integral a la Primera Infancia (CAIPIS) program,
targeting vulnerable children. Funding will cover: (i) technical assistance
to expand CAIPIS center coverage, particularly in rural and Indigenous
Territories; (ii) enhancing the training and certification process for CAIPIS
workers by reviewing and digitalizing training methodologies, ensuring
they are culturally adapted and accessible; and, (iii) upgrading the
monitoring and evaluation (M&E) system to incorporate digital tools, a
traffic light alert system and robust referral protocols for timely
intervention.

Peru’s Juntos program, the largest conditional cash transfer program in
the country, has introduced a cash incentive for households with
children under two years old who comply with an ECD package, including
attendance at Cuna Mas childcare centers. Invest in Childcare funding
will cover: (i) developing a collaborative strategy to increase Cuna Mas
childcare center coverage, especially in Juntos districts; (ii) enhancing the
Juntos Early Childhood Transfer (TPl) app to better identify at-risk
children and integrate with Cuna Mas M&E systems; (iii) providing
technical assistance to enhance the government’s “Building Together for
Early Childhood” strategy to expand childcare centers nationwide; and,
(iv) redesigning and monitoring quality standards for Cuna Mas ECD
centers, refining the standards checklist and developing an app for data
collection.

Invest in Childcare funding will be used for analytical work to support the
preparation of a regional women’s economic empowerment operation
in a number of East and Southern African countries. The funding will be
used to support: (i) a regional workshop on childcare arrangements for
low-income families; (ii) supply and demand side situation assessments
in at least two countries building on the tools and analysis developed for
a similar situation assessment implemented in Mozambique with
funding in FY20-21; and (iii) technical assistance for the government of
Zimbabwe to identify operational entry points for activities to support
women microentrepreneurs.
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Country and grant information

Regional East Africa (2)
Understanding maternal employment
and inclusive childcare for mothers of
children with disabilities

SECTOR: Social Sustainability &
Inclusion

GRANT AMOUNT: $251,700

Regional East and Southern Africa (3)
Understanding the interplay between
childcare and climate induced
disasters and developing childcare
responsive disaster preparedness
guidelines and training

SECTOR: Social Development

GRANT AMOUNT: $249,900

Regional West and Central Africa
Building futures for children and
women: setting the foundations for
investments in childcare in West
Africa

SECTOR: Education, Gender, Social
Protection & Jobs, Health, Nutrition &
Population, Poverty, Social
Sustainability & Inclusion

GRANT AMOUNT: $250,000
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Investin Childcare

Microsummary of the activities supported

Invest in Childcare funding will be used to deepen the understanding of
childcare options for mothers of children with disabilities and develop
guidance for policies and projects. The analysis will be based on a global
literature review as well as deep dive studies in Tanzania, Kenya and
Uganda. The funding will support: (i) demand side analyses to
understand how parenting demands and the availability of childcare
impact the employment of mothers of children with disabilities; (ii)
supply side analyses on the inclusivity of childcare centers; and (iii) the
development of a global guidance/toolkit that encourages investments
in disability-inclusive childcare and identifies promising practices and key
considerations for policies and projects. Results from the study and the
country briefs will be disseminated amongst stakeholders via webinars
and workshops at the global and country level.

Invest in Childcare funding will be used to: (i) produce a comprehensive
report on childcare, gender and climate-induced disasters in Eastern and
Southern Africa, which will compile and analyze relevant findings from
the region and globally, integrate data and insights for actionable
guidelines and provide recommendations for policy, investments, and
defining institutional responsibilities; (ii) develop evidence-based
guidelines for childcare-responsive disaster preparedness including
checklists for assessing and mitigating risks to women and children,
protocols for gender and child-sensitive disaster response and resources
for creating child-friendly spaces in shelters and relief camps; (iii)
develop a tailored training curriculum and materials for government
disaster management agencies and their operational teams that
integrates gender and childcare considerations into disaster
preparedness; and (iv) develop and roll out a dissemination strategy for
childcare-focused disaster management.

Invest in Childcare funding will be used to develop a regional report to
establish a clear, actionable narrative on the importance of childcare, its
effect on labor force participation, and strategies for improving access,
considering equity, financing, institutional structures, regulation, and
data-driven monitoring in Western and Central Africa. The funding will
cover: (i) the development of the report, comprising qualitative and
quantitative data from select countries, as well as desk reviews of global,
regional, and sub-regional literature, including insights from previous
World Bank grants and operations; (ii) the development of a Childcare
Toolkit for practitioners aimed at enhancing understanding,
engagement, and tools for informed discussions and planning for the
expansion and monitoring of childcare services; and, (iii) a regional
workshop with policymakers to disseminate the report and it
accompanying blogs, as well as promote conversations to explore
possibilities of expanding childcare in future operational and analytical
work.
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Country and grant information

' Investin Childcare ’

Microsummary of the activities supported

Regional Latin America and the
Caribbean (1)

Supporting childcare initiatives in the
agricultural sector in Latin America
and the Caribbean (LAC) through
knowledge dissemination and the
development of a regional childcare
toolkit

SECTOR: Agriculture and Food

GRANT AMOUNT: $50,000

Regional Latin America and the
Caribbean (2)

Identifying and promoting inclusive
childcare solutions in the water sector
in Latin America and the Caribbean

SECTOR: Social Sustainability and
Inclusion; Poverty and Equity; Water

GRANT AMOUNT: $250,000

Rwanda

Enhancing quality of home-based
childcare to support beneficiaries of
public works programs

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs,
Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $150,000
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To enhance childcare initiatives within the agricultural sector in Latin
America and the Caribbean (LAC), Invest in Childcare funding will support
two key activities: (i) contributing a chapter on "Challenges and
opportunities for constructing comprehensive care systems in Latin
America and the Caribbean" for an interministerial publication by the
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (lICA),
supporting the inclusion of childcare in the Bank’s ongoing dialogue with
agriculture ministers across the region; and, (ii) developing a regional
toolkit for operationalizing childcare activities in agriculture
investments, building on case studies from projects in Argentina,
Honduras, and other LAC countries.

Invest in Childcare funding will be used to explore inclusive childcare
solutions in the water sector in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC).
The funding will support: (i) a design review of the childcare center
operated by ANDA (National Water and Sewer Administration) in El
Salvador, focusing on take-up, quality, and access; (ii) childcare needs
assessments in water utilities in Ecuador, Dominican Republic and Peru
to identify needs and opportunities for employer-supported childcare;
and, (iii) dissemination of findings through webinars, presentations and
technical workshops to encourage a country dialogue and promote
employer-supported childcare in other utilities.

Invest in Childcare funding will be used to support quality improvement
to home-based childcare services. Funding will be used to support: (i) the
improvement of training curriculum for home-based childcare; (ii) the
development of childcare materials to enhance stimulation and care
practices of home-based childcare providers; and (iii) the drafting of a
note on innovative practices, which the government will use as a
foundation for arranging peer to peer learning sessions. Improvements
will be rolled out through the Rwanda Social Transformation Project,
which integrates childcare to support the beneficiaries of public works
programs.

27



Country and grant information

Sierra Leone

Piloting community-based childcare
to support beneficiaries of public
works programs

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $245,000

South Africa
Understanding and unlocking barriers
to register center-based ECD services

SECTOR: Education, Social protection,
Health Nutrition and Population and
Social Development

GRANT AMOUNT: $200,000

South Sudan

Supporting the implementation of
childcare services within economic
community centers and safe-houses
for survivors of gender-based violence

SECTOR: Social Sustainability &
Inclusion

GRANT AMOUNT: $206,500
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Investin Childcare

Microsummary of the activities supported

In Sierra Leone, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to support: (i) a
diagnostic and mapping of childcare providers (including quality) and a
review of international examples of community-based childcare; (ii) the
development of training materials for community-based caregivers; and
(iii) a pilot of community-based childcare services for public works and
economic inclusion beneficiaries of the Productive Social Safety Net and
Youth Inclusion project (PSSNYE), including caregiver training, materials,
development of quality standards, and monitoring of activities.

In South Africa, government subsidies are available registered childcare
and early learning programs, but it remains out of reach for many
services due to complicated registration processes, municipal bylaws
and infrastructure standards. Invest in Childcare funding will be used to
identify and unlock barriers to registration of center-based services in
the Western Cape and Mpumalanga. The funding will be used to: (i) map
center-based services in each province using the 2021 ECD Census; (ii)
identify the barriers and costs to meet standards and municipal bylaws
(which vary by municipality) in at least one or two municipalities in each
of the provinces by engaging with provincial departments, local
municipalities and focus groups with center-based ECD programs. The
activity will help inform strategies to streamline registration processes
and to determine how to best support childcare programs to meet these
requirements and access the subsidy, enabling more women to run
sustainable micro-enterprises and access more affordable childcare.

In South Sudan, the Women's Social and Economic Empowerment
project will integrate childcare to allow women to engage in livelihood
opportunities through Women Economic Community Centers as well as
set up childcare within safe houses for survivors of gender-based
violence (GBV). Invest in childcare funding will be used to support: (i) a
diagnostic to better understand supply and demand of center-based
childcare in this Fragility, Conflict and Violence (FCV) environment; (ii)
the development of curriculum and a training package for potential
childcare service providers (iii) the development of a survey instrument
and data collection on outcomes; and (iv) the establishment of a quality
assurance and monitoring framework.
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' Investin Childcare '

Microsummary of the activities supported

Sri Lanka
Supporting the implementation
policies to improve access to quality

childcare and increase women’s labor

force participation in Sri Lanka

SECTOR: Social Sustainability and
Inclusion; Macroeconomics, Trade
and Investment

GRANT AMOUNT: $102,000

Tajikistan

Expanding home-based childcare
through public-private partnership
modality

SECTOR: Social Protection & Jobs,
Health, Nutrition & Population,
Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $250,000

Tanzania (1)

Cost simulations and policy
recommendations for expanding the
provision of affordable quality
childcare services

SECTOR: Education
GRANT AMOUNT: US$67,080
An additional US5182,920 is co-

financed through an ELP grant for
Quality Early Learning
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In Sri Lanka, the Government has drafted a Child Daycare Policy and a
new Employment Bill to improve access to quality childcare and support
women's labor force participation (FLFP). Invest in Childcare funding will
support several key activities to facilitate the implementation of these
policies, including: (i) evaluating various childcare models and their
impact on FLFP; (ii) establishing a consortium of public and private
actors, along with childcare providers, to share knowledge and support
improvements to the draft Child Daycare Policy; and, (iii) facilitating
knowledge exchange to enhance the childcare expertise and technical
skills of policymakers and implementors.

Invest in Childcare funding will be used to support the development and
pilot of a public-private partnership modality to help incentivize and
expand home-based childcare (known as family-based kindergartens) in
Tajikistan. Funding will cover four main activities: (i) diagnostics to
understand the demand for home-based childcare and barriers faced by
entrepreneurs; (ii) development of a regulatory framework for home-
based childcare; (iii) development of training curricula for home-based
childcare owners and workers; and (iv) technical assistance to develop
and pilot a public-private partnership modality to support home-based
childcare.

In Tanzania, Invest in Childcare funding will be used to conduct cost
simulations and policy recommendations for expanding the provision of
affordable quality childcare services for children within the Boost
Primary Student Learning Project and the Project for Advancing Gender
Equality in Tanzania (PAMOJA). The costing work will analyze the key
foundations for quality childcare and the costs associated including
trained workforce and professionals, infrastructure, population
simulations, and the opportunities for scaling-up community-based
services. The final report will share best practices for effective quality
childcare, possibilities for scale-up, and policy recommendations linked
to the World Bank Projects. Additional financing from other sources is
supporting similar efforts focused on pre-primary education.
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' Investin Childcare '

Microsummary of the activities supported

Tanzania (2)
Technical assistance for the
implementation of CDCCs and

development of childcare practitioner

framework
SECTOR: Social Development, Social
Protection and Jobs, Education and

Finance Competitiveness and
Innovation

GRANT AMOUNT: $175,000

Turkiye
Understanding the Child Penalty in
Tiirkiye

SECTOR: Poverty and Equity,
Governance

GRANT AMOUNT: $86,495

Uganda
Enabling Childcare Services for
Women Entrepreneurs in Uganda

SECTOR: Social Development

GRANT AMOUNT: $200,000
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Invest in Childcare funding will be used to inform the design and
implementation of quality community-based daycare centers (CDCCs)
and development of a practitioner framework under the Project for
Advancing Gender Quality in Tanzania (PAMOJA); the PAMOIJA Project
was also approved for $4.5 million in Recipient-Executed Funding to
match IDA funding. Three activities will be funded: (i) technical
assistance to support the review of key documentation (manuals,
drawings, technical specifications and plans) and provide key technical
inputs to ensure foundational documents are well developed for the roll
out of the model CDCCs; (ii) a skills assessment of national preservice
trainings and of the current ECD workforce (caregivers, assistants and
managers) to identify strengths and gaps to inform the practitioner
framework; and, (iii) additional technical assistance to support the
implementation of the impact evaluation.

Invest in Childcare funding will be used to support rigorous analytical
work to understand the impact of the child penalty in Tirkiye. The study
draws upon a methodology used in a study in Denmark and will adapt
this methodology to use alternative data sets so that it can be replicated
in other developing countries where the type of data used in
international studies is sparse. Funding will support three types of
analysis: (i) estimates of the child penalty of birth of first child on
maternal labor outcome, such as labor force participation, employment
and wages, will be assessed using the Survey of Income and Living
Conditions (SILC) between 2006 and 2020; (ii) estimates of the childcare
penalty in different geographies to uncover variations due to childcare
availability and restrictiveness of gender norms; and, (iii) descriptive
analysis of the relationship between maternal work and children’s
development based on the 2022 Child Survey. Funding will also be used
to support dissemination activities and restart engagement with the
Government of Tlrkiye and civil society on the childcare agenda.

The Generating Growth Opportunities and Productivity for Women
Enterprises in Uganda (GROW) project supports the government to
establish an integrated program of services, including childcare, to
empower women entrepreneurs to grow their businesses and improve
productivity. Invest in Childcare funding will be used to inform the
development of a childcare model to support women entrepreneurs in
peri-urban markets through: (i) a diagnostic of legal, regulatory, and
institutional environment surrounding childcare including quality
standards; and (ii) a deep dive assessment into childcare services
(demand/supply survey) for low-income female entrepreneurs in peri-
urban areas (including developing an inventory of childcare services) to
understand accessibility, affordability, and quality of service provided
and the needs and constraints, including gender norms, faced by low-
income female entrepreneurs.
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' Investin Childcare ’

Microsummary of the activities supported

Ukraine

Technical assistance to propose
options for adapting and expanding
the Municipal Nanny Service and
exploring nonstate sector models to
support families

SECTOR: Social Sustainability and
Inclusion, Education

GRANT AMOUNT: $125,000
(An additional 5125,000 Co-financed
with ECD in FCV)

Uzbekistan

Diagnostics to inform the design of
community daycare services for
children with disabilities and
supporting intersectoral dialogue for
inclusive daycare policies

SECTOR: Social Protection and Jobs

GRANT AMOUNT: $231,500
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Invest in Childcare funding will be used to support expanding and
improving childcare and preschool services in Ukraine. Funding will
support analytical work to: (i) assess and propose options for adapting
the Municipal Nanny service to potentially expand care to a broader age
range of children, broader family circumstances and stimulate childcare
entrepreneurship efforts; and, (ii) review nonstate sector models to
propose alternative options, including home-based care and employer-
based care. Support will be provided to the Commissioner for Gender
Policy to engage relevant stakeholders and support policy reform.
Funding will also be used to provide just-in-time technical assistance to
support Ukraine’s ongoing preschool reforms as outlined by the
education strategy for the preschool education covering children ages 1-
6 to expand safe and inclusive access, teachers' and caregivers’ skills and
motivation, quality of content, pedagogies and learning environments,
monitoring and quality assurance, and coordinated planning and
financing.

Invest in Childcare funding will be used to support activities to inform
the design and implementation of community childcare services for
vulnerable populations, including for children with disabilities (CwD),
under the Innovative Social Protection System for Inclusion of Vulnerable
People (INSON) Project; the INSON Project was also approved for $2
million in Recipient-Executed Funding to match IDA funding. The funding
will be used in two ways: (i) for technical assistance to support the
design, operationalization and evaluation of community childcare
services under the project, and (ii) to support work to further advance
the enabling environment for inclusive access to childcare services for
CwD. This will include technical assistance for: developing a multisectoral
vision for caring for children with disabilities; supporting the dialogue
around inclusive childcare policies; and developing mechanisms for early
identification of children with disabilities. In addition, a process
evaluation of specialized kindergartens will be conducted to assess
whether they could serve as Education Resource Centers.
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Invest in Childcare impact evaluation portfolio

The Invest in Childcare initiative is funding a series of impact evaluations for childcare that examine
outcomes for various beneficiaries (women, men, children, businesses) as well as the relative effects of
different models and characteristics of provision. These evaluations are conducted by various units within
the World Bank (WB), including the Gender Innovation Labs (GIL), Development Research Group (DECRG),
and Development Impact Department (DECDI). Each impact evaluation will analyze the effects on
women’s economic empowerment and child development, along with at least one other type of impact
(e.g., the economic participation of other household members, women’s mental health and well-being,
broader empowerment outcomes for women and the participation of siblings in school or training
programs). The evaluations will also explore how various factors influence uptake and outcomes, which
could include models or policies, characteristics of the provision (e.g., price, quality, convenience), and

interventions aimed at addressing barriers (e.g., social norms and trust in childcare providers).
The tables below provide an overview of evaluations that have received funding to date.

e Al 17 projects with RE grants (project match funding) include impact evaluations, with most in
the early stages of design (we will update these descriptions as soon as more information
becomes available). Several of these evaluations have received additional grants to strengthen
the evaluation, which may include adding an extra intervention / treatment arm.

e An additional seven evaluations are being carried out in connection with other World Bank
projects / activities.

Overview of impact evaluations connected to Recipient-Executed grants (project match funding)

Country

Cabo Verde

Project

Cabo Verde Human
Capital Project
Additional Financing
(P508181)

Expected focus of evaluations based on Invest in Childcare
application (TBC)

The evaluation will assess the impact of childcare subsidies on service
uptake and women’s economic empowerment, and examine how
continuous training for childcare professionals identifies changes in
acquired skills and professional practices, and examine the
sustainability and institutional articulation of interventions.

Cambodia

Cambodia Basic
Education
Improvement Project
(P508313)

The evaluation will focus on how newly established community-based
childcare services affect child development and women’s economic
empowerment, supporting expansion or modification of childcare
services, ensuring policies are well-developed and effectively
implemented.

Cote D’lvoire

Cote d'lvoire Health,
Nutrition, and Early
Childhood
Development Program
for Universal Health
Coverage (UHC)
(P179550)

Also supported through
a grant to AFR GIL

The project is integrating childcare services into community nutrition
platforms (FRANCs). The core evaluation will assess the impact of
childcare services on child development outcomes and women'’s
economic empowerment. An additional grant has been awarded to
AFR GIL to pilot and evaluate the impact of incorporating a couples
training intervention into the project, which is designed to shift social
and gender norms. This will enable the evaluation to assess the relative
impact of addressing gender social norms on childcare uptake,
women’s economic empowerment, intrahousehold dynamics and
women’s agency, and overall household well-being.

Ethiopia

Ethiopia - Response -
Recovery - Resilience
for Conflict Affected
Communities in

Ethiopia Project -

The evaluation will examine how newly established full-day childcare
services at TVET centers and workplaces affect child development and
women’s economic empowerment, supporting future scale-up and
peer learning initiatives.
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Additional Financing 1
3R4CACE (P181168)

Ghana Ghana Accountability | The evaluation will measure how community childcare interventions
and Learning and after-school clubs improve early stimulation, school readiness,
Outcomes Project improve women’s economic empowerment and impact the school
(GALOP) Additional participation of older siblings who may have childcare responsibilities.
Financing 2 (P165557)

Indonesia Indonesia Community- | The project is implementing community-based childcare, alongside
Based Childcare and livelihoods and behavior change interventions to support holistic child
Women's development and the economic empowerment of mothers. The impact
Empowerment Project | evaluation, which is also being supported through a grant to the World
(P181007) Bank East Asia Pacific Gender Innovation Lab to expand the scope of
Also supported through | the evaluation, will assess the relative impacts of childcare services and
a grant to EAP GIL the livelihoods interventions on women’s economic empowerment,

economic activity of other household members, household income,
intrahousehold dynamics and child development.

Jordan Jordan Enhancing The evaluation will assess the relative impacts of different policy
Women’s Economic approaches to expanding access to childcare (including supply-side
Opportunities grants to childcare providers and demand-side financing to families) on
(P180508) child development and women’s economic empowerment.

Kyrgyz Kyrgyz National The evaluation will explore how expanding access to kindergartens and

Republic Community Initiatives | alternative childcare models, through community infrastructure and
Project (P180909) private sector incentives, impacts child development and women’s

labor force participation.

Kyrgyz Kyrgyz Republic — The evaluation will examine the effects of childcare expansion through

Republic Additional Financing to | public services and pilots of alternative models on women's labor force
the Learning for Future | participation and employment through a quasi-experimental design to
Project (P509871) provide the government with evidence to inform scale up of childcare

models suitable to the local context.

Kosovo Kosovo Early The evaluation examines the effects of providing childcare vouchers for
Childhood Education private full-day ECEC services to vulnerable households in Kosovo. It
and Care for Kosovo’s | will assess how improved ECEC access influences children’s cognitive,
Human Capital Project | social, and emotional development, and how it supports mothers’
(P179656) entry or increased participation in the labor force. The study will also
Also supported through | analyze differences in impact by household and service characteristics,
a grant to ECA GIL including rural versus urban settings. Using a randomized controlled

trial among eligible households in the State Social Assistance (SAS)
pilot, treatment households receive vouchers for children aged 3-5,
while eligible comparison households do not. Outcomes will be
measured through household surveys and analyzed using linear
regression to estimate treatment effects on child and parental
outcomes.

Moldova Moldova Education The evaluation will assess the impact of expanding public
Quality Improvement kindergartens (full day services for children ages 2-6) on child
Project (P179363) development and women’s employment.

Rwanda Rwanda Stunting The evaluation will assess the impact of quality improvements to
Prevention and childcare services on child development outcomes, uptake by parents
Reduction Project and women’s economic empowerment.

(P179499)
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Senegal Senegal Higher The evaluation will assess the impact of childcare centers within
Education Project technical institutes (ISEPs) on child development and women'’s
"Espoir-Jeunes" participation in higher education, as well as the impact of new training
(P178750) programs on creating quality practitioners.

Somalia Somalia Empowering The evaluation will examine how integrating childcare services within
Women through skills training programs for women and girls impacts participation in
Education and Skills the program, labor market outcomes and child development.

Project "Rajo Kaaba"
(P176898)

Tanzania Tanzania Project for The evaluation will assess how community-based day care centers
Advancing Gender impact women’s time poverty, women’s economic empowerment and
Equality (PAMOJA) child development outcomes.

(P178813)

Ukraine Investing in Social The evaluation will examine how expanding childcare benefits under
Protection for the Municipal Nanny program improves women’s employment, child
Inclusion, Resilience, development, and family welfare, especially for war-affected and
and Efficiency displaced populations.

(INSPIRE) Project
(P181081)

Uzbekistan Uzbekistan Innovative | The evaluation will assess the effectiveness of piloted childcare
Social Protection services integrated within community social service centers on children
System for inclusion of | with disabilities’ development and caregivers’ economic participation.
Vulnerable People
(INSON) Project
(P504420)

World Bank

Country Evaluation Evaluation summary
Team

Center-based childcare and skills-based training. The proposed impact
evaluation will evaluate a childcare pilot intervention under the Economic
Acceleration and Resilience for NEET (EARN) project in Bangladesh. The project
plans to establish childcare services to support participation in skills training
SAR Gender | programs in 20 (out of250 potential) project intervention areas to understand
Innovation the extent to which childcare increases female youth’s uptake and completion of
Lab (GIL) skills training, facilitates access to employment, and impacts child development
outcomes. The evaluation will assess two key interventions, the provision of
childcare services to alleviate care responsibilities and enable participation in
skills training, and job search support to improve employment prospects post-
training.

Community-based childcare. This funding will build on an existing evaluation in
the Democratic Republic of Congo that examined the impact of community-
based childcare centers on household time use, labor force participation,
agricultural productivity, income, and early childhood development outcomes.
The Invest in Childcare funding will support follow-up assessments on both
childcare providers and women using these services to enable a deeper analysis
of women’s economic outcomes and a more comprehensive evaluation of
children’s development. Additionally, qualitative research will explore how
access to childcare has influenced women'’s activities, their willingness to pay for
childcare services, and the long-term sustainability of the community-based
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Democratic Africa Gender
Republic of Innovation
Congo Lab (GIL)
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model. The follow-up evaluation is being co-financed through the Umbrella
Facility for Gender Equality (UFGE) Trust Fund.

Community-based childcare. The evaluation will examine the impact of a
childcare intervention in the Dominican Republic, implemented under the
Communities of Care pilot within the government’s SUPERATE strategy to reduce
Latin America | poverty reduction and economic inclusion. The intervention hat provides

and comprehensive childcare services at daycare centers and parental training
Dominican Caribbean workshops for families from poor and vulnerable households. The evaluation will
Republic Gender examine the effects of access to these services on mother’s labor force

Innovation participation, income generation, empowerment, and well-being, as well as on

Lab (GIL) children’s cognitive and socio-emotional development. The evaluation is being

co-financed through the Umbrella Facility for Gender Equality Trust Fund and
will potentially inform the World Bank operation, Integrated Social Protection
Inclusion and Resilience Project (INSPIRE).

Different modalities of childcare. The impact evaluation will assess new models
of childcare supported by the Institute for Social Security (IMSS). The evaluation
will compare three service modalities, CECI-IMSS (directly operated centers),

Latin America

d
an . CECI-Empresa (employer-supported centers), and CECI-Mixto (publicly operated
. Caribbean . . . . ,
Mexico Gender with DIF), to understand their relative impacts on child development, women'’s
Innovation labor outcomes, and household well-being, comparing across the modalities and
Lab (GIL) with a control group. It will use a mixed-methods design. The evaluation aims to

inform the national scale-up of quality childcare as part of Mexico’s National
Care System.

Childcare entrepreneurship. The evaluation will assess the feasibility and impact
of training vulnerable women to establish private, low-cost childcare businesses
as an income-generating activity within a safety net and productive inclusion
project in the Republic of Congo. The intervention supports women — known as
mamapreneurs — through business training, coaching, and livelihood grants to
Development | develop and sustain childcare services in urban and peri-urban areas of

Republic of Research Brazzaville and Pointe Noire. The evaluation will examine the sustainability of
Congo Group the childcare model, the quality of services provided, and its impact on mothers’
(DECRG) economic participation and children’s early development. By addressing key

challenges in low-income settings, the study will contribute to global evidence
on whether expanding childcare services can enhance women’s employment,
increase earnings, and improve school readiness. The evaluation is being co-
financed through project funding and is connected to the World Bank operation,
Republic of Congo Lisungi Emergency COVID-19 Response project.
Community-based childcare. This evaluation will analyze the impact of the “Our
kindergarten in our neighborhood” program, which has provided vouchers since
2010 to cover full-day registration fees for children from vulnerable

Middle East backgrounds. The program aims to improve early childhood development and

and North support for women’s employment, with a focus on rural and underserved

Tunisia Africa Gender | regions. The evaluation will analyze the program’s effects on children’s cognitive
Innovation and health development, mothers’ employment, time use, fertility decisions,
Lab (GIL) and household income. The study will leverage existing data to compare

vulnerable families who received vouchers with vulnerable families who did not.
The study will examine the heterogeneity in impacts by exposure duration and
kindergarten quality, while also informing program scale-up and improvement.
Development | Center-based (Vouchers to childcare centers near market women’s homes vs.
Research at the markets). This funding will expand an ongoing evaluation in Uganda,
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Group which evaluates the impact of providing free childcare for low-income women
(DECRG) / working at market-based childcare corners by introducing an additional
Development | treatment arm that provides full subsidies for women to choose and use
Impact community-based childcare near their homes. The evaluation will examine the
Department | relative impacts of the two types of childcare on women’s economic
(DECDI) participation, productivity, time use, and child development. The evaluation is
being co-financed through the International Development Research Center
(IDRC).
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