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Abstract 
This note presents the 11th edition of the World Bank’s Multidimensional Poverty 

Measure (MPM) database, drawing on the latest country data from the Global 

Monitoring Database (GMD) as of April 2026. The MPM offers a broader view of 

poverty by examining deprivations along three dimensions of well-being: monetary 

poverty (measured using the international poverty line at $3.00 per person per day in 

2021 PPP), education, and access to basic infrastructure services. This latest edition 

covers 100 economies for circa 2023, and notably includes India and Nigeria, which 

drastically increases the population coverage of the MPM globally.  
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The findings, interpretations, and conclusions expressed in this paper are entirely those of the authors. They do not 
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1. Introduction 

1.1. What is the Multidimensional Poverty Measure? 

 

The World Bank’s Multidimensional Poverty Measure (MPM) is an index that reflects the share of 

households in a country experiencing deprivations across three key dimensions of well-being: monetary 

poverty, education, and access to essential infrastructure services. By going beyond income-based metrics, 

the MPM offers a broader and more nuanced understanding of poverty and human welfare. 

 

1.2. Methodology 

The Multidimensional Poverty Measure (MPM) consists of six binary indicators organized into three equally 

weighted dimensions: monetary standard of living, education, and access to basic infrastructure. The six 

indicators are consumption- or income-based poverty, school enrollment, educational attainment, and access 

to safe drinking water, adequate sanitation, and electricity. Each indicator takes a value of 1 if the household 

is deprived and 0 otherwise. These deprivations are then combined into a single index, with each dimension 

carrying the same weight and each indicator within a dimension sharing that dimension’s weight equally. A 

household is classified as multidimensionally poor if its weighted sum of deprivations is at least one-third, 

meaning it must be deprived in one entire dimension or in a set of indicators across dimensions that 

collectively amount to one full dimension’s weight. 

 

The monetary dimension, carrying one-third of the total weight, classifies a household as deprived if its per-

person daily consumption or income is below $3.00 (2021 Purchasing Power Parity).1 The education 

dimension, also weighted at one-third, is divided into two indicators: enrollment and attainment. A household 

is deprived in enrollment if any child of primary-school age (up to grade 8) is not attending school, and it is 

deprived in attainment if no household member aged nine or older has completed primary education. The 

basic infrastructure dimension—likewise weighted at one-third—includes three indicators: access to safe 

drinking water, access to adequate sanitation, and access to electricity. Because the monetary dimension 

consists of a single indicator, anyone identified as income poor automatically meets the threshold for 

multidimensional poverty. Table 1 outlines the weights and deprivation cutoffs for each MPM dimension 

and its respective indicators. 

 

 
1 The World Bank adopted this international poverty line in June 2025 (Foster ⓡ et al. , 2025). 
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Table 1. Multidimensional Poverty Measure Dimensions, Weights, and Thresholds 

Dimension Indicator Weight 

Monetary Daily consumption or income is less than US$ 3.00 per person. 1/3 

Education 

At least one school-age child up to the age of grade 8 is not enrolled 

in school. 
1/6 

No adult in the household (age of grade 9 or above) has completed 

primary education. 
1/6 

Access to basic 

infrastructure 

The household lacks access to improved drinking water sources. 1/9 

The household lacks access to improved sanitation facilities. 1/9 

The household has no access to electricity. 1/9 

Source: adapted from World Bank, 2024.  

Note: See washdata.org/monitoring for more information on the definition of improved sanitation facilities and improved drinking 

water sources. 

 

 

1.3. Data source 

Data for the MPM comes from surveys in the World Bank’s Global Monitoring Database (GMD).2 This 

latest edition draws on data collected over a seven-year period (2020–2026) for 100 economies, centered 

around the year circa 2023. While the GMD standardizes survey data to the extent possible, some differences 

in questions and definitions across countries may remain. In addition, the MPM emphasizes access to services 

rather than their quality, since measuring quality consistently across diverse surveys is difficult. Using “circa” 

years to report the MPM estimates reflects the fact that data-collection schedules vary by country. While this 

enhances cross-country comparability, it requires caution when interpreting trends over time, as the set of 

countries included can change between editions. 

  

 
2 The GMD is the World Bank’s repository of multitopic income and expenditure household surveys used to monitor global poverty 

and shared prosperity. The household survey data are typically collected by national statistical offices in each country, and then 

compiled, processed, and harmonized. The process is coordinated by the Data for Goals (D4G) team and supported by the six 

regional statistics teams in the Poverty and Equity Global Department. The Global Poverty & Inequality Data Team (GPID) in the 

Development Economics Data Group (DECDG) also contributes historical data from before 1990 and recent survey data from the 

Luxemburg Income Study (LIS). Selected variables have been harmonized to the extent possible such that levels and trends in 

poverty and other key sociodemographic attributes can be reasonably compared across and within countries over time. The GMD’s 

harmonized microdata are currently used in the Poverty and Inequality Platform (PIP), the World Bank’s Multidimensional Poverty 

Measure (MPM), earlier Poverty and Shared Prosperity Reports, and the more recent Poverty, Prosperity and Planet Reports. 

https://washdata.org/monitoring
http://pip.worldbank.org/
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1.4. Coverage  

The MPM’s coverage rule mirrors that of the World Bank’s global monetary poverty measures. A global 

MPM estimate is reported only when survey data cover at least 50 percent of the world’s population and at 

least 50 percent of the population in low-income and lower-middle-income countries, using data collected 

within a three-year window on either side of the reference year. In previous versions of the MPM (circa 2022 

and earlier), an exceptional rule was applied in response to the COVID-19 pandemic: only surveys conducted 

in 2020 or later were counted toward global and regional population coverage, although pre-2020 surveys 

could still be used for estimating national poverty levels when more recent data were unavailable. Since the 

reference year has shifted forward, the three-year window no longer includes pre-COVID-19 surveys. This 

exceptional rule no longer binds the coverage assessment and is therefore no longer relevant for the circa 

2023 estimates. 

 

 

The population coverage rule affects the timeliness of the MPM estimates and involves tradeoffs. Estimating 

multidimensional poverty requires more data—multiple dimensions must be measured for the same 

households, not just monetary poverty. Coverage remains particularly limited in East Asia and the Pacific, 

largely because comprehensive, recent MPM data are unavailable for populous countries such as China 

(which has a monetary poverty but no MPM estimate available). Thus, while a global MPM estimate can be 

estimated for a new reference year, it is based on a reduced number of surveys as some previously used data 

falls outside of the relevant coverage period. 

 

Coverage rules and the resulting data limitations highlight the need for caution when interpreting MPM 

results, especially when making comparisons across editions of the MPM database or between regions with 

varying levels of recent data availability.  

 

2. Revisions in the 11th edition of the MPM: What’s New 

2.1 Key results 

 

The 11th edition of the MPM database is based on national household surveys from 100 countries covering 

circa 2023 (with data collected between 2020 and 2026). This is fewer than the 113 countries featured in the 

10th edition—due to the increase of the circa year from 2022 and to the reduced availability of recent surveys. 
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This edition follows the World Bank regional classification adopted in July 2025. More details of the regional 

classification can be found in Section 5.6 of the World Bank’s Poverty and Inequality Platform 

Methodological Handbook. 

 

Table 2 presents a detailed regional breakdown of the multidimensional headcount ratio, covering all relevant 

dimensions and indicators. As noted above, estimating multidimensional poverty requires extensive data, 

since it relies on observing the same households across multiple dimensions. Because of this complexity and 

the coverage criteria outlined earlier, the East Asia and Pacific region does not reach the 50 percent 

population coverage threshold and is therefore marked with an asterisk in the tables.  

 

Sub-Saharan Africa has the highest multidimensional poverty rate, with 59.9 percent of its population 

deprived. In South Asia, the multidimensional poverty rate far exceeds the monetary poverty rate, largely 

because of shortcomings in sanitation access and educational attainment. Finally, Table 3 presents a regional 

breakdown of the share of people deprived in each MPM indicator. Worldwide, inadequate sanitation is the 

most widespread deprivation, affecting 23.8 percent of the global population. 
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Table 2. Monetary and Multidimensional Poverty, by Region and the World in 2021 PPPs, circa 2023 

Region  

Monetary 

poverty rate 

(%) 

Multidimension

al poverty rate 

(%) 

Number of 

economies 

LIC/LMIC 

Population 

Coverage (%) 

Population 

coverage (%)a 

East Asia & Pacific * 3.4 3.8 13 66.7 35.3 

Europe & Central Asia  0.6 2.2 35 80.4 79.7 

Latin America & Caribbean  3.9 4.5 18 55.4 90.0 

Middle East, North Africa, 

Afghanistan and Pakistan 12.6 14.9 8 71.3 60.9 

North America 1.2 1.4 1 0 89.5 

South Asia 5.3 16.4 4 98.7 98.6 

Sub-Saharan Africa  49.2 59.9 21 68.4 64.5 

All regions 11.2 16.7 100 81.9 67.5 

Source: Global Monitoring Database, April 2026.  

Note: The multidimensional poverty rate is the share of the population defined as multidimensionally poor. The 

monetary poverty rate is based on the $3.00 international poverty line. Regional and total estimates are population-

weighted averages of survey-year estimates for 100 economies.  Number of economies is the number of economies in 

each region for which information is available in the window between 2020 and 2026, for a circa 2023 reporting year.  
a Population coverage refers to the population that is covered by a recent survey (in 2020 or later) using the coverage 

rule described in Section 1.4.  * Indicates regions without sufficient population coverage. 

 

Table 3.  Share of population deprived in each indicator, 100 economies, circa 2023 in 2021 PPPs 

Region 

Monetary 

poverty 

(%) 

Educational 

attainment 

(%) 

Educational 

enrollment (%) 

Electricity 

(%) 

Sanitation 

(%) 

Drinking 

water (%) 

East Asia & Pacific* 3.4 3.2 1.6 0.7 6.5 4.1 

Europe & Central Asia  0.6 1.4 1.3 1.0 5.3 2.7 

Latin America & Caribbean  3.9 8.0 1.8 1.1 16.8 2.2 

Middle East, North Africa, 

Afghanistan and Pakistan  12.6 10.5 14.8 2.3 17.7 4.0 

North America 1.2 0.2 0 0 0 0 

South Asia 5.3 13.4 6.2 1.2 29.3 10.2 

Sub-Saharan Africa  49.2 28.7 19.5 48.7 58.2 30.9 

All regions 11.2 10.9 8.4 8.2 23.8 10.3 

Source: Global Monitoring Database, April 2026.  

Note: This table shows the share of population living in households deprived in an indicator of the multidimensional 

poverty measure. The monetary poverty rate is based on the international poverty line of $3.00 at 2021 PPP. Regional 

and total estimates are population weighted averages of survey-year estimates for 100 economies. * Indicates regions 

without sufficient population coverage. See Section 1.4 for a discussion of the coverage rule.  
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Figure 1 illustrates the extent of overlap across the three deprivation dimensions among those who are 

multidimensionally poor globally. Roughly, one quarter of all multidimensionally poor globally are 

simultaneously deprived in all three dimensions. 

 

Figure 1.  Share of individuals in multidimensional poverty globally, circa 2023 

 
Source: Global Monitoring Database, April 2026.  

Note: The figure shows the share of population that is multidimensionally poor and the dimensions in which they are 

deprived. For example, the numbers in the blue oval add up to 11.2 percent, which is the monetary poverty rate. 

Estimates are based on harmonized household surveys in 100 economies, circa 2023. 
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3. Modifying weights in the MPM 

The Multidimensional Poverty Dashboard offers comprehensive information for over 150 countries, 

including both current MPM data and historical data from previous editions. Users can explore the data on 

the website. 

Figure 2. Multidimensional Poverty Measure (MPM) Dashboard 

 

 

 

  

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/brief/multidimensional-poverty-measure
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