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Progress across social groups in West Bengal has been uneven. The state’s Scheduled Tribes, in
particular, record very high levels of poverty, and the pace of poverty reduction among them has
been slow. In addition, more of their people work for casual wages than others . What's more, levels
of educational attainment and open defecation vary starkly between social groups. While most
households in the state have poor access to drinking water, the Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled
Castes are particularly worse off than others.

Households by Social Group, 2012 (%)
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General 29 59
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Poverty among the Scheduled Tribes in West Bengal is higher than in many other states
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Schooling levels vary between social groups in West Bengal
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More casual wage jobs for the Scheduled Tribes than other groups in West Bengal
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Share of employed, 2012 (%)
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While open defecation is low on average in West Bengal, it is high among some social groups

Households practicing open defecation, 2012 (%)
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Access to drinking water is poor in West Bengal, especially among the Scheduled Tribes and
Scheduled Castes

Households with drinking water on premises, 2012 (%)
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